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Liberal backbenchers 
support Oberlander 


Caplan recommends denaturalization despite 


judge’s finding he was innocent of war crimes 


By Marco Levytsky 
Several Liberal backbenchers from West- 


em Ontario have begun a movement to соп- | 


vince the Cabinet not to deport a man found 
innocent of war crimes, but guilty on a “bal- 
ance of probabilities” of having lied upon 
entering Canada. 

May 11 Karen Redman. MP for Kitchener 
Centre issued a press release which said the 
federal cabinet should grant clemency and 
take no action against Helmut Oberlander of 
Waterloo over failing to disclose his service 


with an infamous German killing unit during рий 


the Second World War. 

Redman said Justice Andrew MacKay of 
the Federal Court of Canada ruled last year 
there was no evidence Oberlander, 77, was a 
member of the SS, “nor was he involved di- 
rectly or indirectly in the execution of civil- 
ians,” as the government had originally al- 
leged, reported Philip Jalsevac of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Record, May 12. 

Redman joined MPs Andrew Telegdi 
(Kitchener-Waterloo) and Janko Peric (Cam- 
bridge) in opposing Oberlander’s denaturali- 
zation. 

“Personally, I strongly believe Mr. 
Oberlander should be allowed to remain in 
Canada.” Peric told the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Record. “It’s ridiculous” to act on MacKay’s 
finding when they are based only on a bal- 
ance of probabilities and not proof beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Oberlander has maintained 
he was never asked about his wartime record. 

And Peric said in a separate interview: “As- 
suming that somebody lied is unacceptable. 
We have no proof and the case should be 
closed. Amen.” 

May 2 — just days before the Canadian 
Jewish Congress held its annual plenary in 


Publication Mail Agreement #1390430 paid at 
Edmonton, Alberta. 


PLEASE SEND TO 


Andrew Telegdi 


Toronto — Caplan told The Globe and Mail 
she will be recommending to Cabinet that 


Oberlander be stripped of his citizenship, then || 


deported. 


Although MacKay found “on a balance of 
probabilities” that Oberlander lied when com- || 
ing to Canada he also found “no evidence that | 


Oberlander was personally involved in crimi- 
nal activities or war crimes” and that 
Oberlander’s service as an interpreter for the 
unit came “not voluntarily, by free choice, but 
in fear of harm if he refused.” 

Caplan’s decision to ask for Oberlander’s 
deportation is in direct contradiction to the 
stated policy of the Liberal government 
which, in announcing the Denaturalization 
and Deportation policy in 1995 stated in a 
Department of Justice press release: “The key 
criterion in all these proceedings is the exist- 
ence of some evidence of individual 
criminality. If that cannot be proven, no pro- 
ceedings will be considered. 

The president of the CJC, nevertheless, 
welcomed the possibility of Ms. Capian’s rec- 
ommendation that Oberlander be stripped of 
his citizenship. 

“We commend Ms. Caplan for doing the 
morally right thing. This isn’t about politics, 
it’s about justice,” Moshe Ronan said. 

Earlier this year, for example, leaders of 
Canada’s Jewish community slammed Caplan 
and the government for buckling under al- 
leged political pressure from German Cana- 
dians in delaying the deportation of 
Oberlander, reported The Globe and Mail. 

Oberlander’s cause was picked up by 
Telegdi, a refugee of the 1956 Hungarian 
revolution. 

He told the Kitchener-Waterloo Record that 
Canada is acting like a Nazi-style regime if it 
deports Oberlander of Waterloo without a 
right to appeal the court decision. 

Telegdi said he wants the law changed so 
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Chernomyrdin appointed 
Russia’s ambassador 


See Page 7 


«Кіпо Kobasa” erected in Mundare 


First it was Vegreville with the World’s Largest Pysanka. Later Glendon followed with the 
World's Largest Pyrogie, and Vilna came up with the World's Largest Mushroom. Now Mundare 
has become the latest East Central Alberta community to commemorate its Ukrainian herit- 
age. On April 27 the 42-foot replica of a garlic sausage was put in place, but not without a 
few snags. The “king kobasa” left Edmonton around 9:30 a.m. and arrived in Mundare at 
approximately 10:30 a.m, reported the Lamont Gounty Triangle. Most of the Town of Mundare 
was present, but then the plates on the sausage didn’t line up with the holes on the founda- 
tion. New holes were recut and around 3 p.m. the “king kobasa” was finally erected and 
mounted in place. The total project cost is estimated at $120,000 and now Mundare hopes to 
lay claim to the biggest sausage in the world and the largest on record. Ed Stawnichy, owner 
of Stawnichy’s Meat Processing and also the Mayor of Mundare is the man behind this project. 
Pictured above: Some of the members of Edmonton's Verkhovyna Choir pose in front of the 
“king kobasa” on their return from the Vesna Festival in Saskatoon, May 13. 


Кучмі назвали вбивць Гонгадзе? 


(«Українська правда») -Кучма, черго- 
вий раз зробив сенсаційне зізнання на 
російському телебаченні. 14-го травня 
Кучма з'явився в програмі телекомпанії 
ВІД «Здєсь і сєйчас», яка виходить на 
каналі ОРТ. «Гарант», згідно з повідом- 
ленням Інтерфакс Україна, заявив, що 
за інформацією, яка є у нього, слідство 
«практично вийшло» на вбивць Георгія 
Гонгадзе. 

«Наскільки у мене є інформація, на 
вбивць практично вийшли», - дослівно 
заявив він. (З передачі не стало відомо, 
чи володіє Кучма якоюсь новою інфор- 
мацією, або ж в його інтерпретації так 
звучать вже давно оприлюднені Баганцом 
дані про два мертві кримінальні авто- 


ритети, «які вивозили журналіста-грузина 
в ліс вибивати борги»). 

Кучма також сказав, що розцінює це 
вбивство «і як політичне». «Я не повинен 
виключати жодної версії», - додав він. 
При цьому у властивому йому стилі 
суперечити через слово самому собі, 
Кучма додав, що в журналістських колах 
Гонгадзе «відомий не був як який-небудь 
опозиціонер влади». Однак питання про 
те, чи не знаходяться ці самі журналіст- 
ські кола, наприклад, в Росії, «гаранту» 
не було. 

Серед іншого Кучма ще поділився сво- 
їми спостереженнями у справі Гонгадзе. 
«Багато що не клеїться», це - «справа, 
тонка, педантична». 
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УКРАЇНСЬКА ФІРМА 


ROCK OF EUROPE 


Granite Monuments & Bronze Markers 
Пам'ятники з України та з інших країн 
Виготовляємо на замовлення 
Професійно виконуємо написи та різьбу 
Доступні ціни 


(416) 232-1250 


83 SIX POINT ROAD (SOUTH ОР BLOOR OFF ISLINGTON) 
; TORONTO, ON M8Z 2x3 


LAWYERS 
АДВОКАТИ 


Вгода & Company 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


lhor Broda 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 
Edmonton 


M. CHEKERDA 


Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 13562 - 97 Street 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 
DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST -- ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 283 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДИТИ УСІ) САМ 
НАМЕ ТНІ5 
ЗРАСЕ! 


Call: 
(780) 488-3693 


TED, 


Dr. С. Fialka-Eshenko 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 0L3 


(780) 420-1510 


Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 
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Канада висловлює стурбованість у 
зв'язку із відставкою уряду Ющенка 


Майя Нагорняк 

(Радіо «Євобода»)---5 травня закінчилася робоча 
поїздка заступника голови Верховної Ради України 
Степана Гавриша до Канади. Ця поїздка відбува- 
лася у рамках українсько-канадського проєкту 
законодавчої та міжурядової співпраці. На думку 
Гавриша, ця візита до Канади сприяла налагоджен- 
ню діялогу у сфері законодавчої роботи між 
обома країнами. Адже досі ця важлива ніша у 
міждержавних стосунках була певною мірою не- 
зайнятою. Ї дарма, вважає заступник спікера ук- 
раїнського парляменту, оскільки потенціял великої 
української громади Канади необхідно залучати 
до подальшої побудови двостореннього співробіт- 
ництва. Окрім цього, під час візити С. Гавриш 
запросив канадських українців узяти участь у 3- 
му Всесвітньому форумі українців, що відбудеться 
улітку цього року у Києві. 

Я запросила заступника Голови Верховної Ради 
України Степана Гавриша до розмови. 

Майя Нагорняк: Ваша візита відбувалася у 
рамках українсько-канадського проєкту законо- 
давчої та міжурядової співпраці. Що це за 
проєкт? 

Степан Гавриш: Цей проєкт триває вже п'ять 
років. Його сутність полягає в підтримці урядом 
Канади законодавчого процесу в Україні через 
роботу експертних груп, до складу яких входять 
українські та канадські спеціялісти. 

Групи готують пропозиції для розгляду народни- 
ми депутатами у парляменті. Надзвичайно важли- 
вим є те, що в цих групах берить участь представ- 
ники регіональної влади Канади, що дає можли- 
вість адаптувати багато регіональних аспектів 
до законодавства. Така співпраця принесла багато 
результатів, оскільки за цей час вдалося розробити 


немало різних законодавчих пропозицій. 

Канадський парлямент зацікавлений у такій 
співпраці, бо в ньому багато етнічних українців, 
які мають вагому позицію в Канаді. Підтримка 
української теми була дуже відчутна у перебігу 
наших діялогів, особливо з сенатор Андрійчук, 
яка висловилася дуже позитивно віносно того, 
щоб українська тема стала найбільш актуальною 
в канадській політиці. 

Завдяки такій співпраці ми можемо адаптувати 
багато нових для нас пропозицій щодо гармоні- 
зації українського законодавства зі світовим, 

«Група дружби» при Палаті громад між парля- 
ментами України і Канади є дуже активною. 
Туди входять понад два десятки етнічних україн- 
ців. Взагалі, я вважаю, що завдяки присутності 
багатьох етнічних українців при владі в Канаді, 
Україна має більш вагомо використовувати свій 
вплив на канадську політику. 

М. H.: Як канадська влада ставиться до 
останніх політичних подій в Україні? 

С. Г. Я зустрічався з багатьма канадськими 
політиками. Важливою була зустріч із заступни- 
ком міністра закордонних справ Канади Джоном 
Райтом. Ми вели гостру дискусію щодо проведен- 
ня реформ в Україні. Райт висловив глибоку 
стурбованість тим, що в Україні можуть бути 
загальмовані реформи у зв'язку із відставкою 
уряду Ющенка. Він також висловився за профе- 
сійне, прозоре розслідування справи Гонгадзе. 
Мені стало зрозуміло, що канадська сторона не 
достатньо поінформована стосовно тих заходів, 
які відбуваються в Україні. По завершенні дис- 
кусії стало зрозуміло, що не тільки Канада, але 
й інші країни вимагають від України конкретних 
кроків по шляху запровадження реформ. 


Розпочалося судове засідання у 
справі вбивства Шоря Білозора 


Галина Терещук 

. (Радіо «Євобода»)--Рік знадобився для того, 
щоб у Львові нарешті розпочалося перше судове 
засідання у справі вбивства відомого українського 
композитора-пісняра Ігоря Білозора. Came 10 
травня він потрапив у реанімацію, де невдовзі 
помер, так і не повернувшись до свідомості. 28 
травня серце музиканта перестало битися 
назавжди. 

«8 травня 2000 року на цьому місці російськими 
шовіністами було закатовано українського ком- 
позитора Їгоря Білозора», - ці слова написано 
на табличці, встановленій на хресті, навколо 
якого терновий вінок. Трагедія сталася у центрі 
Львова, за кілька метрів від приміщення обласної 
прокуратури, на очах правоохоронців. Травневі 
дні минулого року приносили нові і нові повідом- 
лення про стан Їгоря. 

«У рідному Львові, на українській землі, 
побили музиканта за те, що він співав українську 
пісню», - обурювалися львів'яни... 

Ця справа стурбувала й адміністрацію президен- 
та. Як свідчать матеріяли, записані на одній З 
касет майора Мельниченка, які опублікувала міс- 


цева преса, тодішній губернатор Львівщини пан 
Сенчук особисто повідомляв президента України 
про ситуацію у Львові і заспокоював його, що 
все перебуває під контролем. Ї дійсно, все тоді 
було під контролем влади. 

Деякі правоохоронці робили усе можливе, щоб 
заплутати справу і відгородити одного із учасників 
злочину - Воронова, батько якого займав керівну 
посаду в місцевих органах міліції. Справу почав 
слухати районний суд о-Франківської області. 
На лаві підсудних тоді опинився лише один об- 
винувачений - Воронов, інший - Калінін - пере- 
бував у розшуку. Невдовзі його затримали в Криму. 
Після клопотань рідних композитора, розгляд 
справи передали у Львівський обласний суд. 

Слідство закінчене. Розпочався суд. Однак про- 
куратура остаточно відкинула будь-які політичні 
мотиви цього злочину. З цим не погоджуються 
родина Білозора і громадськість міста. 

На тисячному віче, яке відбулося у Львові 9 
травня, під час пікетування приміщення обласного 
суду 10 травня, львів'яни в один голос заявляли, 
що Їгор Білозір загинув за українську мову та 
українську пісню. | 


США по кишені не 


(«Українська правда») Американці обіцяють 
не зменшувати розмір допомоги Україні. На 
наступний рік США заплянували видати 
стратегічному партнеру 176 мільйонів долярів. 
Це навіть трохи більше, ніж в 2001 році, коли 
Україна має отримати від Вашингтона 170 
мільйонів. 

Обсяг заплянованої допомоги назвав міністр 
економіки Василь Роговий з посиланням на 
«американську сторону». Радісну звістку він привіз 
з Вашингтона, де 1-2 травня відбулося 9 засідання 
україно-американської комісії з питань 
економічної співпраці. 

Як підкреслив Роговий, це найбільша сума, 
яка надається країнам СНД. Він також додав, 
що в засіданні брали участь представники 
адміністрації Буша і «американська сторона добре 
інформована про хід реформ в Україні». При 
цьому в ході переговорів американці просканували 
всі галузі економіки- - зі слів Рогового, в ході 
засідання розглядалися макроекономічні показники 
України, фіскальна ситуація, гуманітарна політика, 
реформи в енергетиці, сільському господарстві, 
промисловості, стан вступу України до ВТО, а 


битимуть. Поки що 


також питання антидемпінгових розслідувань i 
захисту прав інтелектуальної власності. 

Однак, заплянувавши аналогічний за розміром 
обсяг допомоги, ще не факт, що американці 
виділять ці гроші. Кошти йдуть через бюджет, 
і навіть якщо в статті зовнішньої допомоги 
США для України запишуть цю цифру, вже 
після його прийняття в Конгресі може народитися 
ідея поставити якусь вимогу в обмін на допомогу. 
Прецедент був в 1999 році, коли американці 
пригрозили зменшити обсяг вже проголосованих 
грошей в два рази через ряд конфліктів, які 
виникли у американських компаній в Україні. 
Тоді було вирішено заслухати спеціяльний звіт 
держсекретаря Олбрайт з приводу становища 
інвесторів США в Україні, і в результаті для 
Києва все обійшлося. 

Тоді ж, в 1998 і 1999 роках, Україна вийшла 
на третє місце серед всіх одержувачів допомоги 
США - йдеться саме про гроші, які йдуть 3 
бюджету Америки. Крім того, Україна отримує 
кошти через безліч американських програм, 
порівняна з цими цифрами сума виділяється на 
ліквідацію інфраструктури наступальних озброєнь. 
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Liberal backbenchers 
support Oberlander 


Cont. from P. 1 


that judges and not politicians have the final say on 
citizenship and deportation. 

“Tt’s unseemly the way the Canadian Jewish Con- 
gress is fighting this (in opposing a right of appeal),” 
Telegdi said. “They don’t believe in having due proc- 
ess.” 

He added that the current system “has no place in a 
country that prides itself on its Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms.” 

Jewish groups immediately reacted, calling upon 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien to suspend him from the 
caucus. 

Keith Landy, incoming president of the CJC said it 
was “grossly offensive” to compare the six-year legal 
path Ottawa has followed as it tried to deal with 
Oberlander with “arbitrary and murderous outrages by 
the Nazis. 

“The kind of irresponsible and inflammatory rheto- 
ric used by Mr. Telegdi both with regard to his own 
government and his insulting remarks about the Cana- 
dian Jewish community is clearly unacceptable from a 
federal MP,” Landy said. “Failure to retract these shame- 
ful comments should result in his expulsion from the 
Liberal caucus and the Liberal party.” 

May 6 Telegdi, whose stepfather was Jewish, issued 
a press release in which he noted his comments were 
misinterpreted through a misleading headline. 

“Tt is highly offensive to be lectured about citizen- 
ship and threatened with expulsion from the Liberal 
caucus by the CJC,” he said. 

“J did not say ‘Canada like a Nazi regime.’ Those are 
not my words, nor do they reflect my beliefs. What I 
have said is that a liberal democratic state such as 
Canada should never remove citizenship lightly. That 
is what Hitler did to Jews, Gypsies and many others. 
That is what Stalin did to millions. All totalitarian re- 
gimes have engaged in these practices. 

“Canada is a democratic country, definitely NOT to- 
talitarian. But sadly, the citizenship rights of many in- 
nocent Ukrainian, German and Japanese Canadians 
were abused during our wars, when suspicion overcame 
common sense and justice. Those steps were taken by 
politicians making use of laws that allowed them to do 
so. And now the CJC insists it is the federal Cabinet 
and not independent courts that ought to make the de- 
cision to deport Helmut Oberlander. 

“The CJC has made numerous public statements in 


support of deportation without the right to appeal the 
findings of ONE Federal Court judge. As the distin- 
guished retired judge Roger Salhany has made clear, 
that ONE Federal Court judge is far from infallible. 
After reviewing the evidence presented at the 
Oberlander hearing before Mr. Justice MacKay, former 
Justice Salhany concluded that ‘the finding of the 
learned judge is not supported by the evidence.’ 

“My position does not pertain to the outcome of a 
single case. Unlike the CJC, which wants Oberlander 
deported summarily, I have not rushed to judgment. I 
have stated that I am not competent — nor is the fed- 
eral Cabinet — to arbitrate between differing judicial 
opinions and that the judgment should be left to the 
courts of appeal, where there is judicial accountabil- 


- 


“The CJC persistently ignore the fact that B’nai Brith 
Canada, the Canadian Civil Liberties Association and 
almost all of the multicultural organizations support 
my position: that the denial of due process is wrong. 
In fact, no witness appearing before the Parliamentary 
Committee that studied the Act agreed with the CJC’s 
views. 

“Of course, I deplore the sensational headline in Sat- 
urday’s Record. Of course, I do not wish to offend the 
Jewish people, with many of whom I have discussed 
my position. Many have understood and support my 
demand that due process be recognized. 

“T know the value of citizenship because I have had 
the experience of losing it. My parents lost theirs. Its 
removal must not depend upon politicians or a single 
judge. It should be removed with great care and with 
all the protections of our Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. 

May 9 after meeting with Chrétien and the Liberal 
caucus, Telegdi made a statement in the House of Com- 
mons. 

“Thad no intention to imply or suggest that our coun- 
try or our judiciary is in any way to be compared with 
Nazis or Stalinism,” he said. - 

«І meant no offence to any group or individual. If 
my lack of clarity caused hurt or discomfort to them, I 
apologize.” 

Telegdi noted in the House that he is a Hungarian 
immigrant and that his parents, a Roman Catholic and 
a Jew, both suffered terribly under Nazi and Soviet re- 
gimes. 

“T loathe everything those regimes stand for,” he said. 


RCI employees call for 
moratorium on program cuts 


(UkrNews)—Employees at Radio Canada Interna- 
tional have called for a moratorium on wide ranging 
program cuts which are scheduled for the beginning of 
June. 

In a statement released on May 9, the RCI Action 
Committee said the cuts, which were described by man- 
agement as fiscal responsibility, would cripple the sta- 
tion, its credibility and would result in the loss of audi- 
ences around the world. 

“They have the money for this year,” said Commit- 
tee spokesman Wojtek Gwiazda, "50 why are they іп- 
sisting on making the cuts now?” 

According to the RCI Action Committee, the changed 
format will profoundly affect the character of the 
Ukrainian broadcasts, with no in-depth information 
magazine programs on Canada. 

There will be no way for Ukrainian speaking listen- 
ers to get anything except pre-recorded programs that 
will not have any news content, it says. 

In radio interviews with RCI, Canada’s Ambassador 
to Ukraine, Derek Fraser, stressed the importance of 
broadcasts to Ukraine. During his most recent visit he 
told RCI staff he strongly suggested programs be re- 
broadcast on local FM stations. 

The planned cuts will go in the opposite direction, 
cutting RCI’s presence on the local State Radio, says 
the RCI Action Committee. 

The Committee says management has been vague in 
explaining what cuts are planned and what amount of 
money is involved. What is known is that the interna- 
tional service which is mandated to tell the world about 
what’s going on in Canada, will stop producing 


newscasts over the weekend, will shorten the broad- 
cast day during the week, and cutback services in a 
number of languages. 

“You can forget about knowing what’s going on the 
weekend in Canada,” says Gwiazda, “our offices will 
be empty from Friday night until Monday morning.” 

Although no permanent staff will be laid off, nu- 
merous temporary or part time production and techni- 
cal staff who work throughout the week, will not be 
kept, thereby drastically cutting the already enfeebled 
station. 

Under the Broadcasting Act, CBC is mandated to 
provide an international service. Dedicated funding of 
$15.52 million a year comes from Canadian Heritage, 
which says “RCI is the chosen instrument for imple- 
menting that mandate.” 

CBC Corporate Policy No 14 which came into ef- 
fect May 13, 1980 says RCI is to provide “daily 
shortwave broadcasts” “designed to attract an interna- 
tional audience with the purpose of further developing 
international awareness of Canada...through shortwave 
and other means...The responsibility for the implemen- 
tation and application of this policy rests with RCI. 
The Director of RCI leads the CBC representation at 
the consultative meetings held with the Department of 
External Affairs.” 

RCI broadcasts in seven languages: Arabic, Chinese, 
Spanish, Ukrainian and Russian. It has English and 
French newscasts and programming specially tailored 
to explain Canadian news to an international non-Ca- 
nadian audience. 
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Canada partnership a priority 
(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma called for the strengthen- 
ing of the “special partnership with Canada” to be a foreign relations prior- 
ity during a meeting with Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada Yuriy Sherbak 
in Kyiv, May 15. The president said that economic cooperation between the 
countries was improving, with trade turnover in 2000 double 1999 results. 
“An important sign of effective reforms” was the fact that Canada acknowl- 
edged Ukraine’s steel industry as working under market conditions, he said. 
“This means that there is no state monopoly in this sector.” 


ST. VLADIMIR'S COLLEGE INC. 
Private Residential Catholic High School 


Grade 9-10-11-12 2001-2002 Academic Year 


How important is your son's High School education to you? 
High School Education: is your son receiving the й 


St. Vladimir's College - High School Provides: 


* Small class sizes. Student-Teacher Ratio: 10:1 « A religious and 
moral climate » A sports program ° Dedicated, professional teachers 
and support staff + An excellent boarding facility in Roblin, Manitoba 
Parents and prospective studens are invited to obtain an admission 
package by contacting the school at 204-937-2173 or in writing: 


St. Vladimir's College Inc. 
P.O. Box 789, Roblin, Manitoba ROL 1P0 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


UCSS -anon-profit organization, responding to the needs 
and interest of the Ukrainian Community 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка 
допомагає тим що потребують допомоги 


серед української громади 


UCSS is providing various services: 
ehome visits, counselling and advice, 
einformation, referral and translation services, 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees, 
eparcels and money delivered to Ukraine, 


З EXCELLENT FOOD 9 GREAT SERVICE 
9 CLEANEST RESTAURANT 9 SPECIAL WASHROOMS 


- GREEK & UKRAINIAN FOOD 
trontas 


daily lunch and dinner specials 


NOONER PIZZA or $ 599 
BEEF BURGER or 
CAESAR SALAD or 
SPAGHETTI 


pizza « pasta « BBQ dishes + seafood - souvlaki 
perogies «steaks « stir fry - salads « children's menu 
ONLY PLACE IN JASPER THAT SELLS PEROGIES & HOLUBTSI © 
622 Patricia Street, IN JASPER - FREE DELIVERY 


852-3444 


! INVITES YOU ТО... 


Spring Into Summer 


vad 


Hottest Ukrainian Bands: ЗУ 
Millenia # 

& 
Trubka 


owe 5 
ЗУ Saturday May 26, 2001 VG) 
Late Lunch included 
Protuguese Cultural Centre 
12964 - 54 Street 
ia Tickets $12.00 each 
| $14.00 at the door 
; Doors open at 8pm 
For ticket information contact Trish 906 - 8958 


Ї Fe 
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Про візиту Папи Римського в Україну| Заява СФУЖО в справі 


Віталій Портніков 

(Радіо «Свобода»)- Близький до російських 
офіційних кіл інтернет-журнал «Страна Ру» 
порівнює майбутню візиту глави римсько-като- 
лицької церкви Ївана Павла П в Україну з оку- 
пацією української території гітлерівськими за- 
гарбниками. 

Автори публікацій на сайті вважають, що міс- 
цеве керівництво у Львові підтримує, насамперед, 
українську греко-католицьку церкву, а також 
українську православну церкву Київського пат- 
ріярхату. Тут, очевидно, не погодилися із рішен- 
ням львівської влади, яка має намір передати 
ділянку у цьому західному українському місті у 
розпорядження української православної церкви 
Київського патріярхату. Автори публікації на 
сайті «Страна Ру» бачать у цьому бажання допо- 
могти створенню такої атмосфери для візити 
Папи Римського, у якій римський понтифік прос- 
то не побачить у Львові православних, ніби ві- 
руючі церкви Київського патріярхату не є пра- 
вославними також. 

Як вважають автори публікації на сайті «Страна 
Ру», у Львові сьогодні усе робиться для того, 
щоб принизити православних вірних перед приїз- 
дом до міста римського понтифіка. Візита Папи 


Римського порівнюється тут із окупацією міста 
гітлерівцями. «Вже сьогодні він приніс людям 
стільки горя і скорбот, що його можна порівняти 
тільки з окупацією», - заявляє автор статті на 
пропрезидентському сайті «Страна Ру». 

У попередніх публікаціях зверталася увага на 
те, що разом із римським понтифіком до України 
має прибути відомий американський політолог, 
один з найбільших приятелів України Збігнєв 
Бжезінський. Цього відомого політика і політо- 
лога, автори публікацій на пропутінському сайті 
називають людиною, яка намагається повернути 
Україну до Заходу, виступає з ворожими до 
Росії позиціями. Вони вважають, що приїзд до 
України Папи Римського є частиною пляну 3. 
Бжезінського, метою якого є спрямувати Україну 
до західної цивілізації. 

Як бачимо, у російських офіційних колах є 
чимало людей, які готові боротися із приїздом 
до України Папи Римського Ївана Павла Il, так 
би мовити, із зброєю часів доктора Геббельса. 
Адже порівнювати Ївана Павла П із гітлерівсь- 
кими загарбниками, ще не наважився ніхто, окрім 
авторів публікації на пропрезидентському сайті 
«Страна Ру». 


УНА-УНСО погрожують провести 
акції протесту у дні перебування Папи 


Галина Терещук 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Члени УНА-УНСО 
погрожують провести акції протесту у дні 
перебування в Україні Папи Римського Івана 
Павла II. = 

9 травня виповниться рівно два місяці з того 
часу, як у Києві було заарештовано 13 членів 
УНА-УНСО на чолі з лідером Національної 
Асамблеї Андрієм Шкілем. Усіх їх звинувачують 
в організації масових заворушень у столиці 9 
березня. 

За словами голови Львівської міської організації 
УНА-УНСО Остапа Козака, у слідчих СБУ 
немає жодних доказів того, що саме унсовці 
спровокували бійки з правоохоронцями того дня 
у Києві. Оскільки Служба безпеки навряд чи 
звільнить з власної ініціятиви заарештованих, 
УНА-УНСО змушене продовжувати свої акції 
протесту. 


Відкрийте Двері для Вибору! 


ght Rate Mortgage | 


9, 
18 month term at З .95 о 
ог % 
30 month term at 6 1 1 0 


Cash Back Mortgage 


2» cash back оп 


У останній заяві партії, зокрема, сказано: якщо 
заарештованих не буде звільнено з ув'язнення 
до червня, то їхні однопартійці проведуть акції 
протесту під час перебування в Україні Ївана 
Павла П. Ці акції носитимуть інформаційний 
характер. Вони матимуть на меті 
продемонструвати світовій спільноті, що у 
тоталітарній Україні порушується права людини, 
що тут і досі є політичні в'язні. 

Як неодноразово підкреслив на прес- 
конференції Остап Козак, їхні акції жодним чином 
не будуть скеровані проти перебування в Україні 
римського понтифіка і не перешкоджатимуть 
йому. Адже УНА-УНСО підтримує приїзд Ївана 
Павла Il в Україну. 

«У нас не має іншого виходу. Ми мусимо 
досягти того, щоб незаконно заарештованих 
членів УНА-УНСО було нарешті звільнено», - 
сказав Остап Козак. 


Half Price Mortgage 


4% cash back on 


5 year term 


or 


for first 6 months, regular 
5 year rate of 7.5% thereafter 


3 year term 


Продаж Моргеджів Save Me™ 


В Capital City Savings ми розуміємо, що вибір моргеджу є 
великою справою, так само як вибір Вашої нової хати. Чи 
перший раз Ви купуєте хату чи просто розглядаєтеся за ліпшими 
пропозиціями, ми поможемо Вам знайти відповідній моргедж, 


який буде відповідати вашому способі життя та фінансовій 


ситуації. 


Задзводніть до Ruth на число телефону 496-2338, або відвідайте 


нас на www.capitalcitysavings.ca 


Ці оферти кінчаються 15 червня, 2001. Ставки можуть мінятися без 
повідомлення, Офетри не можуть бути получені з якими небудь другими офертами. 


Наші прихильно наставлені та добре обізнані 
працівники є завжди щасливі, коли можуть Вам 
допомогти. Коли ходить про це, щоб Ви почувались 
як в дома, нема кращого місця як Capital City Savings. 


& CAPITAL СІТУ SAVINGS 


we're more than a bank. 


відставки уряду Ющенка 


(СФУЖО) Світова Федерація Українських Жіночих Організацій 
стурбована останніми подіями в Україні, а головно виявом недовір'я 
урядові Віктора Ющенка Верховною Радою. 

Український нарід та цілий західній світ звернули увагу, що 
відколи достойний Віктор Ющенко став на чолі уряду України, 
економічна ситуація в Україні значно покращала: 

За 16 місяців уряду Ющенка пенсіонерам виплачено всі 
заборгованості, устабілізовано інфляцію, збільшено продуктивність. 
Західні держави та фінансові установи високо оцінили працю 
уряду В. Юшенка. 

Тому СФУЖО зі складовими організаціями на 4-ох континентах 
світу є здивована, що більшість парляментаристів України належно 
не оцінили працю Прем'єр-міністра Віктора Ющенка та його 
уряду. Голосуючи за недовір'я урядові, своїм рішенням вони 
стримали початок економічного росту в країні а тим надію на 
краще майбутнє. Неоправдане повалення уряду Ющенка також 
сильно захитало довір'я західніх держав та інвесторів у 
спроможність України до комерційної співпраці. 

Шкода, що праві та центристські сили у Верховній Раді не 
зуміли об'єднатися, щоб не допустити до того, що сталося. 

Достойному Вікторові Ющенкові та членам його уряду складаємо 
признання за великий позитивний вклад праці для поборення 
економічної кризи і тим поліпшення життя народу та піднесення 
«іміджу» України в світі. Бажаємо їм усім багато здоров'я та 
одержимости. Віримо, що це нерозсудливе рішення Верховної 
Ради дасть дост. Вікторові Ющенкові та членам його уряду ще 
більше сили та завзяття до дальшої так потрібної праці для 
добра України. 

Надіємося, що новий уряд піде слідами попереднього і буде 
старатися поставити Україну на рівень сильних держав з 
добробутом, справедливістю та гараздом всіх громадян. 

Оксана Соколик, голова, Їванна Кушпета, секретар 
Торонто 4-го травня 2001 


Термін утримання членів 
УНА-УНСО продовжено 


(«Українська правда»)--За поданням слідчого управління СБУ 
Генпрокуратурою України продовжено термін розслідування 
кримінальної справи щодо масових безпорядків у Києві 9 березня 
2001 року і утримання під вартою 12 членів УНА-УНСО до 4- 
х місяців. Про це повідомляє прес-центр СБУ у заяві розміщеній 
на офіційному сайті спецслужби. 

Таке рішення мотивується «складністю справи, необхідністю 
здійснення значного обсягу слідчих дій та всебічного дослідження 
усіх обставин, які виникли в ході слідства». 

В той же час, повідомляє прес-центр СБУ, стосовно одного з 
обвинувачених, який утримувався 
у СІЗО, слідчі вирішили змінити 
запобіжний захід на підписку про 
невиїзд, що узгоджено з Генпро-- 
куратурою. 

Останні заяви представників 
опозиції про хід слідства щодо 
подій 9 березня і утримання під 
вартою активістів УНА-УНСО 
в заяві пес-центру СБУ проко- 
ментовано так: «Представники 
окремих деструктивних сил роб-- 
лять спроби вплинути на слідчих 
з метою перешкодити виконан-- 
ню ними своїх службових обо-- 
в'язків. З цією метою вони ви- 
голошують безпідставні заяви 
про нібито порушення конститу-- 
ційних прав заарештованих учас- 
ників масових безпорядків, чим 
намагаються сформувати вик- 
ривлену громадську думку сто- 
совно дій правоохоронних орга- 
нів. Однак подібні дії зазначених 
політичних сил не матимуть ба- 
жаних для них наслідків. Спів- 
робітники Служби безпеки по-- 
слідовно виконують свій служ- 
бовий обов'язок і суворо дотри- 
муються чинного законодавства». 


LYSALTA 


“CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION : 
INDEPENDENT 
MUTUAL FUND DEALER 
TERRY LYS 
President 
(403) 239-8515 
4 Edelweiss Cres. NW, Calgary, AB 


Investing for a Strong 
Tomorrow 


Cap Line 


9 
Prime less ] о 


for first 6 months, 
regular Cap Line rate therealter. 
Cap Line floats with prime, 
currently ai 6.5% 


a Р 


Ukrainian Мем5/Українські Вісті May 16-29, 16-29 Травня, 2001 


Kuchma names four 
candidates for PM 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Two weeks after a Commu- 
nist-led coalition in Ukraine’s parliament dis- 
missed reformist Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko — the most popular premier 
- since the country attained independence — 
President Leonid Kuchma on May 8 named 
four politicians as possible candidates to suc- 
ceed him. 

Kuchma is expected to nominate one of the 
four when parliament returns from a recess. 
He will choose among Mykola Azarov, the 
head of the tax authority; former Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoliy Kinakh; former 
presidential aide Volodymyr Horbulin; and the 
mayor of Kyiv, Oleksandr Omelchenko. 

Kuchma said the Communist-dominated 
parliament was likely to approve his nomi- 
nee. But he also said he will appoint an act- 
ing prime minister if parliament fails to ac- 
cept the candidate he proposes. 

Yushchenko is generally acknowledged to 
have been the most successful premier in 
Ukraine’s 10 years of independence in im- 
proving the economy and implementing re- 
form. He remains caretaker prime minister 
until his successor is approved. 

Under Yushchenko’s 16-month administra- 
tion, the country showed its first modest eco- 
nomic upturn since 1991. That allowed 
Yushchenko to pay state employees millions 
of dollars in back salaries, more than double 
state pensions and ensure that they were paid 
on time. 

But Yushchenko’s pro-Western posture and 
his determination to introduce market reforms 
alienated the Communists, still the largest sin- 
gle group in parliament. In addition, 
Yushchenko’s attempts to weed out rampant 
corruption by the “oligarchs” — who com- 
bine business with politics to reap vast, and 
often illegal, profits — earned him their en- 
mity. 

The two groups formed an alliance to force 
through a vote of non-confidence in 
Yushchenko’s government April 26. That trig- 
gered his immediate resignation. 

Yushchenko remains highly popular in 
Ukraine, consistently heading opinion polls 
as the most trusted and competent politician 
in the country. 

According to a poll published during the 
second week of May by the Ukrainian Centre 
for Political and Economic Studies, 44 per- 
cent of respondents said Yushchenko is the 
best prime minister Ukraine has ever had and 
59 percent disapproved of his dismissal. The 
poll indicated that if presidential elections 
were held today, Yushchenko would get the 
biggest share of votes. 

The director of the independent Ukrainian 
Institute for Statehood and Democracy, Ivan 
Lozowy, says Yushchenko gave Ukrainians a 
glimmer of hope. 

“We saw to some extent, almost by acci- 
dent, that Ukraine can have a good prime 
minister who showed the nation — I think 
we'll see this with time — who gave the рео- 
ple hope that someday they will be able to 
live in a ‘normal’ country.” 

Most politicians opposed to President 
Kuchma’s policies have said they would like 


he was ousted from office, Yushchenko him- 
self told a crowd outside parliament that he 
would remain active in politics. “I’m not leav- 
ing politics; I’m going to continue to fight. 
I’m leaving in order to return.” But so far 
Yushchenko has remained largely silent about 
his plans. He says that he will run for a seat in 
parliament in next year’s elections. He also 
says that he does not want to head an opposi- 
tion against something — that is, the presi- 
dent — but rather one that is more positive in 
approach, gathering together all who believe 
in what he calls the “idea of a democratic 
Ukraine.” 

Yushchenko came late to his role as politi- 
cian, first establishing a reputation for hon- 
esty and economic competence as the head 
of the country’s national bank. As prime min- 
ister, he was always reluctant to criticize 
Kuchma publicly, even after the president was 
alleged to be involved in the murder of a lead- 
ing opposition journalist. 

Kuchma himself has never been an enthu- 
siastic supporter of market or democratic re- 
forms. Some analysts say he appointed 
Yushchenko as a way of currying favor with 
the West and getting more loans from the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. They also say Kuchma later came to 
view Yushchenko as a rival and that he helped 
remove him as prime minister. 

Kuchma has great influence among the oli- 
garchs who joined with the Communists to 
remove Yushchenko. Analyst Lozowy be- 
lieves the president could have made them 
vote for Yushchenko if he had so desired. “T 
think that Leonid Kuchma is very satisfied 
that he has been able to get rid of Yushchenko. 
I’m convinced that he [Kuchma] regretted 
appointing Yushchenko as prime minister, and 
Tsubscribe to Yushchenko’s appraisal that it’s 
not all over yet. I think we will see the con- 
tinuation of the problems that the president 
faces today and they will only deepen with 
Yushchenko’s resignation.” 

According to Lozowy, Yushchenko must 
show what he calls “political and personal 
courage” by grasping the leadership of the 
country’s opposition movement, which is be- 
ing offered to him. “He has to show,” says 
the analyst, “what the real Yushchenko can 
do.” 


Appointment of new 


premier “very complicated” 


(RFE/RL)—Roman Bezsmertnyy, the 
presidential permanent representative in the 
parliament, told Interfax on May 14 that the 
process of nomination of a new prime minis- 
ter will be “very complicated.” 

According to Bezsmertnyy, there will be 
several variants for tackling this problem, 
which will be “contradictory to a significant 
extent.” 

President Leonid Kuchma earlier pledged 
to propose a candidate for the post of prime 
minister by the end of May. 

Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko 
noted that the parliament can approve a new 
prime minister no earlier than in June. 


Ukraine signs accords with Turkmenistan 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Kuchma 
and his Turkmen counterpart Saparmurat 
Niyazov expressed satisfaction over nine co- 
operation accords they signed in Kyiv on May 
14, Interfax reported. 

Apart from an agreement of Turkmen gas 
supplies in 2001-2006, both sides signed an 
accord on mutual economic cooperation in 
2001-2010, as well as a number of intergov- 
ermmental agreements. 

Niyazov said Turkmenistan will supply 250 
million cubic meters of gas to Ukraine in 
2002-2006. In 2002 the supply quota will be 
40 million cubic meters at the price of US$41 
for 1,000 cubic meters. 

Ukraine is to pay 50 percent in cash and 50 


percent in “investments” in the Turkmen 
economy for the gas supplies. 

According to Niyazov, Ukraine’s debt for 
Turkmen gas now stands at some $420 mil- 
lion. 

Kuchma commented that the Turkmen sup- 
plies “will meet Ukraine’s gas demand prac- 
tically to the full extent. 

Everybody perfectly understands what gas 
means for Ukraine’s economy: it means not 
only economy but also politics, and energy 
security,” Kuchma added. 


“There is no area that we dropped out of |: 


our cooperation,” Niyazov commented on the 
Ukrainian-Turkmen accords he signed with 
Kuchma, 


Gongadze murder 
solved, says minister 


to see Yushchenko lead the opposition. After | BUt lawyer for journalist’s mother expresses doubt 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s interior minister said 
on May 15 that journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
was killed by two criminals — who have since 
been murdered themselves. 

“As a minister, I consider the crime to be 
solved... Two perpetrators [of Gongadze’s 
murder] are dead, and there were no organiz- 
ers because the situation [the murder] was 
spontaneous, impulsive,” Interfax quoted 
Yuriy Smyrnov as saying. 

Smymov added that law-enforcement of- 
ficers found on the bodies of Gongadze’s mur- 
derers a map showing where the journalist’s 
corpse was buried. 5 

Smimov said his ministry has “proof соп- 
cerning the criminals, who have died, to our 
sorrow.” He said the murder was a “purely 
criminal matter.” 

Smimov stopped short of providing details. 

But Andriy Fedur, a lawyer for Lesya 
Gongadze, the murdered journalist’s mother, 
told Interfax on May 15 that Interior Minister 
Smymov’s statement on Gongadze was “in- 
correct.” 

Fedur said senior investigator Oleh 
Vasylenko, who supervises the Gongadze 
case, told him and Lesya Gongadze the same 
day that the investigators have no data about 


who killed the journalist. 

“As regards the statement on versions and 
motives of the murder, it seems to me that it 
is premature to speak [about them] before the 
murderers have been identified, before the 
case has been passed to a court, and before 
the court has passed its sentence,” Fedur 
added. 

And he asked Smyrnov through the agency: 
“Wien did the killed [murderers] tell him 
[Smyrnov] that they murdered Gongadze?” 

Gongadze, an outspoken critic of alleged 
high-level corruption in Ukraine, disappeared 
last September. Two months later, a beheaded 
body was found in the woods near Kyiv. 
Analyses by Russian and U.S. experts have 
confirmed the body belonged to Gongadze. 

Political opposition groups in Ukraine have 
alleged President Leonid Kuchma’s involve- 
ment in Gongadze’s disappearance and kill- 
ing. 

In an interview May 14 with Russian tel- 
evision, Kuchma said police had “practically 
found” Gongadze’s suspected killers. He did 
not elaborate. Kuchma also did not rule out a 
political motive for the murder. But he said it 
was doubtful, given that Gongadze was not a 
well-known opposition leader. 


NRU re-elects Udovenko 


(RFE/RL/Eastern Economist)}—The Popu- 
a Rukh of Ukraine (NRU in its Ukrainian 
acronym) held a congress in Kyiv on May 5- 
6, at which delegates re-elected Hennadiy 
Udovenko as the party’s leader, adopted the 
party’s new statute and program, and decided 
to form an electoral bloc with the Reform and 
Order Party and the Congress of Ukrainian 
Nationalists, Interfax reported. Udovenko was 
re-elected by a vote of 371-177. 

Tensions within the party appeared after the 
re-election of Udovenko, who defeated 
Mykhaylo Kosiv. 

Kosiv refused to join Rukh’s leadership, 
while Taras Chornovil, son of Rukh former 
leader Vyacheslav Chomovil, announced that 
he may quit the NRU and join the Reform 
and Order Party. 

Chornovil said Udovenko’s re-election 
would lead to the party’s destruction as an 
independent political force. He also dismissed 
statements by centre-right parties that they are 
in opposition to the current regime. 

Commenting on the dismissal of the 
Yushchenko government, Chornovil said that 
Working Ukraine party leader Serhiy Tyhypko 
is the person most likely to succeed the out- 
going premier as he is capable of pleasing both 
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the oligarchs and the Communists. These two 
groups both expect to receive ministerial port- 
folios and parliament posts in exchange for 
support. 

Chornovil noted that Premier Viktor 
Yushchenko desegves to become the leader of 
a united opposition, but he questioned the 
ability of opposition leaders to agree. 

He noted Batkivshchyna party leader Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s strong presidential ambitions 
as an example of the difficulties awaiting 
Yushchenko. 

Meanwhile, Udovenko called for creating 
an electoral bloc in which his party would 
participate in parliamentary elections in spring 
2002. He added that the bloc would be open 
to other democratic parties. Udovenko said 
he thinks Yushchenko’s plans to continue with 
politics will help consolidate all democratic 
forces in the country. He expressed the hope 
that Yushchenko would lead the new bloc of 
democratic parties. 

Rukh — an influential, moderately nation- 
alist movement in Ukraine in the early 1990s 
— has since split into Udovenko’s and Yuriy 
Kostenko’s factions and given rise to a third 
group, the Popular Rukh of Ukraine for Unity, 
led by Bohdan Boyko. 
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Caplan rejects Canadian 
principles of justice 
Liberal backbenchers take courageous stand 


In recommending to cabinet that Helmut Oberlander have his citizen- 
ship stripped, Citizenship Minister Elinor Caplan rejects principles of jus- 
tice that Canadians hold sacred in order to placate a powerful and vindic- 
tive lobby. 

If Caplan had any shred of honesty and common decency, she would 
respect the promise that her own government made in 1995 when it an- 
nounced its policy of denaturalization and deportation. 

In a Department of Justice press release the Government stated the fol- 
lowing: 

“The key criterion in all these proceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.” 

But now, Cabinet will consider Oberlander’s denaturalization, followed 
by deportation, even though Justice Andrew MacKay found “no evidence 
that Oberlander was personally involved in criminal activities or war 
crimes.” 

It is proceeding with denaturalization hearings even though Justice 
MacKay also found that Oberlander served as an interpreter for a Nazi 
unit “not voluntarily, by free choice, but in fear of harm if he refused.” 

What Justice MacKay found Oberlander guilty of was misrepresenting 
himself upon entering Canada “on a balance of probabilities” This means 
there is а 50.01 percent chance one way and a 49.99 percent the other way. 

There is no way anyone can conclusively prove whether someone lied 
upon entering Canada during that period because the government has de- 
stroyed all the immigration files. 

In two of the Denaturalization and Deportation cases that have been 
decided by the courts, two different judges found that there was no legal 
authority to turn back immigrants for what they did during the war, and in 

two others (Oberlander and Wasyl Odynsky), the same judge (MacKay) 
found that there was. 

Since there is no appeal process, there is no opportunity to establish a 
precedent for the rule of law and this makes this whole process a judicial 
lottery in which a person’s fate depends upon which judge he happens to 
draw. 

And then he can appeal only to a group of politicians eager to curry 
favour with special interest groups — not to an independent judiciary. 

Oberlander’s case is not an exception, but the norm for these denatu- 
ralization cases. In all cases except one, the judge has found no evidence 
of any war crimes having been committed by the respondent. And in that 
case the evidence would never had stood up in a criminal trial. 

This does not fall within the principles of Canadian justice — the prin- 
ciples that Canadians died for in two world wars. 

It is these same principles that Liberal backbenchers Andrew Telegdi, 
Karen Redman and Janko Peric have stood up for in taking their coura- 
geous stand. They deserve to be commended for that. 

And the rest of Cabinet should follow their example and also honour 
these very same principles of Canadian justice by rejecting Caplan’s pro- 
posal outright. 
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Revocation of citizenship petition not justified 


By Henry R. Keyserlingk, Sherbrooke Record 

As a career prosecutor I naturally assumed the fed- 
eral government had all the right reasons when it de- 
cided to try and revoke the citizenship of 77-year old 
Wasyl Odynsky so as to deport him to Western Ukraine, 
where he was born. 

And why not — like most Canadians, I have always 
supported the government’s policy to revoke the citi- 
zenship and to deport those persons living in Canada 
who have committed war crimes, crimes against hu- 
manity or other reprehensible acts and who have lied 
about their backgrounds in order to enter Canada. 

Considering the allegations that Wasyl Odynsky had 
obtained his citizenship under false pretenses for fail- 
ing to divulge his wartime activities to Canadian offi- 
cials when he was admitted to Canada, over 50 years 
ago, I figured it was an open and shut case. I assumed 
that he had committed the worse atrocities if only be- 
cause the Minister’s Notice of Revocation of Citizen- 
ship, claimed that he failed to divulge his activities when 
he worked as a guard at forced labour and concentra- 
tion camps in Poland during the period 1943-1944. 

Besides, it never occurred to me that any reasonable 
and fair minister would choose to initiate such costly 
legal procedures for conduct that occurred over half a 
century ago unless their target had committed a very 
serious offence. Furthermore, since deportation is worse 
than most criminal sentences, all the more with a law 
that provides no right of appeal, I was expecting Wasyl 
Odynsky to fit the profile of a viscous and brutal guard 
50 often associated with WW 2 concentration camps. 

However, as I began reading through the lengthy fed- 
eral court ruling which decided in favor of the govern- 
ment, a totally different image emerged of Odynsky’s 
past, one that was marked by pain and suffering . By 
the time I finished reading the judgment that followed 
a 29-day hearing, I was convinced that the government 
had committed a serious injustice when it sought to re- 
voke his citizenship. 

When he was only 11 his older brother was killed by 
Russian troops while trying to hide arms for the Ukrain- 
ian nationals. In 1944, his father who was a farmer in 
Beleluja, was arrested and imprisoned for more than a 
year by the Russians. His mother was taken by the Rus- 
sians to forced labour in the Soviet Union, and only 
after 10 years was she able to join her husband in 
Kazakhstan. In early February 1943, like many other 
young people, he was ordered by the Germans to serve 
as an auxiliary with the German army. 

When he and a few others refused they were jailed 
and warned that any further attempt to escape service 
would lead to their execution, and that their families 
would be sent to concentration camps. Following some 
routine training, Odynsky, who was only 19 at the time 
and barely literate, was assigned to a company of guards 
and transferred to Poniatowa where the SS operated a 
camp with forced labour, primarily Jews from the War- 
saw ghetto. 

His job was to serve as a perimeter camp guard against 
possible attack by partisans. With less than six months 
doing guard work the forced labour activities came to a 
sudden end. In early November 1943, while Odynsky 
and his fellow guards were confined to their barracks, 
the German Waffen SS and SS police forces entered 


Commentary 


into the camps and shot the many thousands of Jewish 
and other forced laborers and their families. 

After reviewing the evidence the judge ruled that 
Odynsky’s service at the various camps was not vol- 
untary and that there was no evidence that he partici- 
pated personally in any incident involving mistreat- 
ment of prisoners or of any other person during his 
service. The crux of the government’s case turned on 
the question as to whether Odynsky informed the au- 
thorities as to his wartime activities, namely his six 
months stint as involuntary prison guard. The evidence 
revealed that after a few weeks in the American POW 
camp, Odynsky stayed in a camp for displaced Ukrain- 
ian persons until early in 1949. In 1948 he married 
Maria, also from Ukraine, who had been removed by 
the Germans early in 1943 as a forced laborer to work 
on a German farm. In early 1949, the couple presented 
their application to come to Canada, he as an agricul- 
tural worker or farmer. Under the Immigration Act 
Odynsky had an obligation to respond truthfully to 
questions asked by those concerned to review his ap- 
plication to come to Canada. He claimed that he was 
never asked any questions about his wartime activi- 
ties. 

Although there was never any direct evidence to the 
contrary, the judge concluded on a balance of prob- 
abilities, that such questions had indeed been asked. 
However, the judge also concluded that there was no 
evidence whatsoever of any wrongdoing by Odynsky 
since he came to Canada and that the evidence 
commended his good character while reflecting his 
standing within his church and Ukrainian community. 

Since 1959 he and Mrs. Odynsky have lived in To- 
ronto where their three children were born and where 
he worked driving trucks until retirement. Consider- 
ing the fact that his only transgression of the law con- 
sisted of not disclosing his short stint as a prison guard 
it is indeed scandalous that any government agency 
would waste so much money and human resources. 

It is equally absurd that such a deadly consequence 
can await a Canadian immigrant who, for so many 


years, has lived a productive and law abiding life, es- | 


pecially on evidence based largely on deductions and 
inferences. Had he been charged under our criminal 
justice system the evidence would have been insuffi- 
cient to meet the long established threshold that re- 
quires guilt to be proven beyond reasonable doubt. 

As to the principle that a punishment must always 
be in proportion to the crime could it be that it was 
conveniently forgotten by a few politicians and bureau- 
crats who wanted to appease the extremists within cer- 
tain special-interest groups? Perhaps somebody or 
some persons wanted to use Wasyl Odynsky as a scape- 
goat to make up for the lack of success in prosecuting 
war criminals. 

The only hope remaining for Wasyl Odynsky and 
his family is that the Minister of Justice, Anne 
McLellan, will see the writing on the wall and prevent 
a further injustice by refusing to carry through with 
the revocation of his citizenship or at the very least, 
prevent his deportation from Canada. 


UWC concerned with Yushchenko’s ouster 


Statement by the World Congress of Ukrainians 

The Verhovna Rada’s vote on April 26, 2001 express- 
ing non-confidence in Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers 
headed by the Honourable Victor Yushchenko deeply 
affected the Ukrainian diaspora. Victor Yushchenko’s 
government was considered by the diaspora to be 
Ukraine’s best hope for economic well-being as well 
as its spiritual and national strength. There were many 
reasons: from its nomination in December 1999, in 16 
months the Cabinet of Ministers effectuated economic 
growth, paid out all pension arrears, stabilized the rate 
of inflation to a level below 15% per annum, was held 
in high esteem by Western governmental and financial 
institutions, manifested support both morally and fi- 
nancially for education, scholarship and culture. The 
Ukrainian World Congress commends the Cabinet of 
Ministers headed by Victor Yushchenko for its positive 
efforts in implementing its program “Reforms for the 
sake of well-being”. 

The demise of this Cabinet, in our considered opin- 
ion, does not benefit the Ukrainian people and repre- 
sents a regression in nation-building, democratization, 
free market transition, Ukraine’s integration into inter- 
national, particularly, European structures, and a step 
back towards its former oppressor in the East. 


The manner in which the Verhovna Rada’s resolu- 
tion was passed is particularly troubling. Communists, 
who during their tenure in Ukraine were responsible 
for the deaths of millions, allied themselves with oli- 
garchs, who during these most recent ten years of chaos, 
have managed to convert billions of Ukraine’s assets 
for their own benefit. Unfortunately, this event indi- 
cates that these groups jointly rule Ukraine today. 

Also disconcerting was the role of Ukraine’s Presi- 
dent, who tepidly outwardly endorsed the Yushchenko 
government. There is no doubt however that that gov- 
ernment would have survived had it been supported 
by Labour Ukraine and Regions of Ukraine, two fac- 
tions closely allied with the President. Almost unani- 
mously, both voted non-confidence against the Cabi- 
net. 

The Ukrainian diaspora which numbers some 20 
million people and is united through the Ukrainian 
World Congress, expresses its deep concern over these 
most recent events and calls upon the Ukrainian peo- 
ple to remain steadfast in their defense of a democratic 
and sovereign Ukrainian state. 

For the Ukrainian World Congress 
Askold Lozynskyj, President 
Victor Pedenko, Secretary General 
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Chernomyrdin appointed Russia’s ambassador 


(JF Monitor)—On May 10, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin appointed Viktor Chernomyrdin as ambassador to 
Ukraine and, concurrently, as plenipotentiary envoy of the 
Russian president for trade and economic cooperation with 

e. 

The concurrent post seems weightier and suggests that 
Chernomyrdin will be reporting directly to the Kremlin. The 
choice of Chernomyrdin and the double appointment reflect 
— as Putin stated in his televised announcement — the im- 
portance Moscow attaches to “strengthening the ties... first 
and foremost the economic ties” with Ukraine. 

Chermmomyrdin replaces Ivan Aboimoy, a dour, lackluster 
career diplomat of the old Soviet school, midway through 
Aboimov’s term. Both Aboimov and his predecessor Dubinin 
had poor personal relations with Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma. By contrast, Chernomyrdin is known to enjoy ex- 
cellent personal rapport with the Ukrainian president. 

Officials and commentators in both Moscow and Kyiv tend 
to describe the appointment as testifying to “pragmatism” in 
the Kremlin’s policy toward Ukraine. In the process, some 
commentators explicate that concept as applied to Russian 
policy toward CIS countries. 

“Putin supports the principle of economic pragmatism re- 
garding Ukraine, [meaning] that Russia is going to exert po- 
litical influence via economic influence,” Vremya MN’s ana- 
lyst Dmitry Chernov observed. In Kyiv, the Institute of Poli- 
tics director Mykola Tomenko similarly forecast that Mos- 
cow “will seek to establish its dominance not through direct 
political pressures, but through economic instruments, on the 
principle that economics pave the way for politics.” 

Chernomyrdin, 63, is a former minister of the Soviet Un- 
ion’s gas industry, prime minister of Russia (from 1992 to 
1998) and chairman of the board of the Gazprom monopoly 


“from 1989 to 1992 and again from 1999 to 2000, as well as a 


major stockholder in Gazprom. Chernomyrdin’s sole diplo- 
matic experience is his ephemeral stint — criticized by Rus- 
sian nationalists, overrated by some in the West — as presi- 
dential envoy for Yugoslavia. 

Gazprom, on the other hand, personifies as does 
Chernomyrdin the enduring interrelationship of the Russian 
energy business and government, both of which have major 
interests with regard to Ukraine. The Russian government 
and favored business interests will, through Chernomyrdin, 
pursue three major economic aims in Ukraine. First, control 
of Ukraine’s gas transit system, which carries Russian gas to 
Europe and forms the single most valuable economic asset 
on Ukrainian territory. 
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Moscow will probably offer relief on Ukraine’s arrears — 
estimated at US$1.5 billion or more — in return for Russian 
co-ownership of that system. Second, to bring about the unifi- 
cation of Ukraine’s electrical power system with that of Rus- 
sia, aiming for joint operation of the distribution systems in 
the first stage and a Russian takeover of Ukraine’s generation 
system in a second stage. In that effort, Gazprom and 
Chernomyrdin are the allies of Anatoly Chubais’ United En- 
ergy Systems of Russia. And, third, to accelerate the shadowy 
privatization of Ukrainian industrial plants by Russian capi- 
tal. To that end, Russian financial-political groups have al- 
ready begun operating through counterpart — though weaker 
and vulnerable — Ukrainian circles, and now expect to regu- 
larize that process by placing it on an intergovernmental ba- 
sis. For that, Moscow expects to capitalize on Chernomyrdin’s 
top-level political and business contacts in Kyiv. 

Ukraine’s National Security and Defense Council’s secre- 
tary, Yevhen Marchuk, anticipates that “some in our govern- 
ment will come under strong pressure” from Chernomyrdin 
as the ambassador in Kyiv. Citing, however, his own experi- 
ence while prime minister in negotiating with Chernomyrdin, 
Marchuk suggests that Kyiv can again hold its own and that 
it has “no grounds for fear.” Не preemptively dismisses "Пог- 
ror stories in Ukraine and particularly in the West” about the 
Chernomyrdin appointment’s significance for Ukrainian-Rus- 
sian relations. 

For his part, former Foreign Affairs Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk cites Chernomyrdin’s personal rapport with Kuchma 
as an asset “of which any ambassador can only dream, and 
which is meant to be used solely in Russia’s interest.” That 
and similar comments in Moscow suggest that the 
Chernomyrdin appointment is intended also as a charm of- 
fensive on the embattled Ukrainian president. 

Kuchma and his top aides — notably Marchuk and 
Volodymyr Horbulin — have over the years compiled a con- 
vincing record in standing up to Moscow for Ukraine’s inter- 
ests on a wide range of issues. A slippage began, however, 
last September with the dismissal of the outspokenly pro- 
Western Tarasyuk, and continues with concessions on the 
economic front. That downslide has not impacted on foreign 
and military policies in any clear ways thus far, but it will do 
so if Ukraine’s economic assets continue being handed over 
to Russian government-connected financial groups. The 
Ukrainian government’s capacity to resist will in great meas- 
ure depend on internal political stabilization and resumption 
of the economic reforms initiated by the deposed Yushchenko 
government. 


GUUAM summit getting back on track 


(JF Monitor)—The overdue summit of GUUAM has been 
rescheduled for May 28-29 and will be held in Yalta, Ukraine. 
President Vladimir Voronin of Moldova and Azerbaijani dip- 
lomats announced the summit’s date and its venue on May 4 
and 7, respectively. The announcements dispel a perception 


_ that GUUAM had been near its death throes after the failure’ 


to hold its prescheduled March 6-7 summit. 
Moscow’s opposition, the ensuing postponements sine die 


| of the summit, and internal developments in Ukraine and 


Moldova combined to suggest that GUUAM had come to a 
screeching halt, and that the group’s acknowledged locomo- 
tive Ukraine had run out of steam. President Leonid Kuchma, 
embattled internally, grew reluctant to irritate Russia. Early 


_ in the year, Moldova’s then President Petru Lucinschi, seek- 
ing reelection with Russian support, openly turned his back, 
_ onGUUAM. Even after his defeat, he declared that the group- 


ing was “of no benefit” to Moldova and publicly counseled 


__ his successor to°oppose GUUAM’s planned institutionaliza- 
_ tion. Uzbekistan’s President Islam Karimov, fixated on inter- 
nal security problems, watched GUUAM’s difficulties pas- - 


sively. 
Meanwhile, proxies for Moscow іп Transdniester, Abkhazia 


_ and Karabakh — a trio dubbed the “mini anti-GUUAM” — 
_ and in official Yerevan all publicly attacked GUUAM. So did 


a resurgent Communist Party of Ukraine and other pro-Rus- 


| sian groups in Kyiv. 


It was Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Minister Anatoly Zlenko 
who began picking up GUUAM’s pieces in mid-March. He 


_ could not have done so without Kuchma’s approval, though 


the Ukrainian president stayed in the background. GUUAM 
countries, according to Zlenko, must пої fail to “make the 


_ most of their unique opportunity to provide a vital transit cor- 


ridor from Europe to the Middle East and Central Asia. Our 
resolve to do so also underlies Ukraine’s role as an energizer 


_ of GUUAM”). 


Azerbaijani President Haidar Aliev in turn declared that 
his country would “keep faith with GUUAM. We have cre- 


_ ated this organization and we shall prove its viability.” The 
Bush administration in Washington signaled its support, as 


Georgia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Irakly Menagharishvili re- 
ported to his GUUAM counterparts on his return from a visit 
to the United States in late March. 

Even the communist Voronin seems to be shifting gears in 
favor of GUUAM. On his visit to Russia last month, Voronin 
had assured President Vladimir Putin that Moldova would 
quit GUUAM if the latter proves incompatible with Russia’s 

| and/or Moldova’s interests. Recently, however, Voronin de- 


clared that Moldova would be present in any international 
grouping including GUUAM if it benefits Moldova economi- 


“cally. Refuting the reports that Moldova was distancing itself 


from GUUAM, Voronin endorsed the early holding of the 


- group’s summit in Ukraine. Voronin made that statement af- 


ter meeting with Kuchma to discuss GUUAM on the side- 
lines of the ecological summit in Bucharest on April 30. On 
May 2, Zlenko initiated a round of telephone talks with his 
Georgian, Uzbek, Azerbaijani and Moldovan counterparts to 
set the summit’s date and venue. 

On May 3-4 in Baku, delegations of the chambers of com- 
merce of GUUAM member countries held the first in a 
planned series of meetings. Aliev raised the meeting’s politi- 
cabprofile by receiving the delegations. At the meeting, draft 
documents, were: prepared on facilitating export-import op- 
erations through reciprocal tax and customs.advantages among 
member countries, preparatory to creating a system of mu- 
tual trade preferences. The participants also discussed 
GUUAM’s role in the implementation of the European Un- 
ion’s TRACECA (Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Cen- 
tral Asia) project. Ukrainian delegate Oleh Soskin reported 
on.ideas being worked out in Kyiv to link the new Silk Route 
and the Baltic-Black Sea transit corridor, with Ukraine serv- 
ing as the linchpin between the two. Beyond its immediate 
economic rationale, the proposal is seen also as a response to 
Russian “attempts at forming a Eurasian economic and mili- 
tarized power bloc”. 

According 10 intentions made public last November, the 
summit was to have turned GUUAM from an informal group 
into an interstate organization, one possessing standing bod- 
ies and decision-making procedures as well as engaging in 
international contacts. It now seems unlikely, however, that 
the Yalta summit can adhere to that ambitious agenda for “in- 
stitutionalization.” Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs Ministry hopes 
that the summit would pave the way toward a GUUAM free 
trade zone, oil and gas transit projects, and perhaps result in 
the signing of aGUUAM charter. 

While Aliev and Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze 
remain consistently supportive, Kuchma’s leeway is con- 
strained by his perceived need for a tactical accommodation 
with Moscow. Voronin has yet to reveal his actual intentions, 
and Karimov has just launched into another one of his cycli- 
cal exercises in rapprochement with Russia. His preceding 
exercise of this type, which began in December 1999 and 
lasted several months, resulted in an almost year-long, unde- 
clared suspension of Uzbekistan’s participation in GUUAM 
activities. 
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Referendum splits opposition 


(GF Monitor)—As predicted, moderate rightists in Ukraine’s 
National Salvation Forum (NSF) have rejected the idea of a 
referendum to remove President Leonid Kuchma from of- 
fice. 

Outspoken oppositionist and NSF co-founder Former 
Deputy Premier Yulia Tymoshenko, speaking for the opposi- 
tion as a whole after her release from prison a month ago, 
suggested changing tactics from seeking negotiations with 
Kuchma to launching a referendum to oust him. The NSF 
initially embraced the idea. But now it is divided. 

While left-wingers and centrists are apparently still enthu- 
siastic, representatives of the right-wing Rukh and the Re- 
forms and Order party are growing increasingly skeptical. 
This may be the beginning of the end of the NSF as an or- 
ganization able to unite the wide spectrum of anti-Kuchma 
democratic forces. » 

On April 27, Tymoshenko founded what she called the “All- 
Ukrainian Headquarters for the Organization of a Referen- 
dum to Dismiss President Leonid Kuchma” which, she 
claimed, represented over 50 parties and NGOs. On May 2, 
the Socialist Party of Ukraine (SPU) set up its own referen- 
dum headquarters. On May 3, the NSF met and approved a 
“formal” decision to launch the referendum. Two issues were 
approved: one on a non-confidence vote in Kuchma, and the 
other on a transition from the current presidential-parliamen- 
tary system of government to a parliamentary republic. The 
forum issued an appeal to “all citizens-patriots of Ukraine” 
to “unite to organize and conduct the referendum.” Extend- 
ing Leonid Kuchma’s term of office as head of state, the state- 
ment read, “will have catastrophic consequences for Ukraine.” 

Referendum organizers were promised support by the In- 
dependent Union of Miners of Ukraine — an influential trade 
union based in the Donbas, which was the force behind the 
massive mining strikes of 1995-1996. Three million signa- 
tures are required for the referendum to meet the registration 
requirements of the Central Electoral Commission in Kyiv. 
Support of the miners from the 8-million strong Donbas re- 
gion may be crucial. 

The referendum initiative, however, apparently did not en- 
joy unanimous support within NSF. Reforms and Order rep- 
resentative Taras Stetskiv went so far as to describe the May 
3 statement as “illegitimate,” pointing out that the meeting at 
which the decision was made was not attended by all mem- 
bers and describing the refegendum as an initiative of 
Tymoshenko’s Fatherland party, with SPU’s backing. 

Reforms and Order leader Viktor Pynzenyk said that last 
year’s constitutional referendum, which was never imple- 
mented, discredited the idea of any referendum. 

Taras Chommovil of Rukh was more outspoken. He explained 
that a failure of an NSF-launched referendum would put an 
end to the NSF itself. And chances of a failure are high: Peo- 
ple would simply be afraid to sign against Kuchma, and the 
authorities might disrupt the referendum. He spoke disparag- 
ingly about the idea of curtailing presidential authority and 
called it the personal initiative of the SPU leader Oleksandr 
Moroz. He then spoke for preserving the presidential-parlia- 
mentary democracy in a Ukraine in transition. In a separate 
interview, he said that he would participate in such a referen- 
dum and vote against Kuchma. 

The arguments of the NSF right-wingers are not devoid of 
common sense, but real reasons behind their caution lie else- 
where. Despite their declared opposition to Kuchma, both 
Rukh and Reforms and Order belong with the current regime. 
They are represented in the central and regional governments, 
and until the Rada voted non-confidence in Premier Viktor 
Yushchenko late last month,they had been members of the 
pro-Kuchma Rada majonty: ronal, they have not yet left 
the majority: 

The situation is different with Fatherland and SPU, their 
opponents in the NSF. Tymoshenko’s Fatherland has nothing 
to lose. All the bridges between it and Kuchma were burnt 
after Tymoshenko was dismissed from the government and 
then imprisoned on corruption charges earlier this year. SPU 
has kept its distance from both Kuchma’s cabinets and the 
pro-presidential Rada majority. The current NSF dispute is 
not merely a temporary misunderstanding over the anu- 
Kuchma referendum. It is a split probably set to grow into a 
chasm between the NSF centre-left and its right wings. 


Largest US coke bust nabs Ukrainians 


(Eastern Economist)—The US Coast Guard has detained a 
vessel with eight Ukrainian and two Russian crew, carrying 
13 tons of cocaine, the biggest single heist in US history. 

The vessel Svesdu Maru, registered in Belize in Central 
America, was located 1,500 miles from the shore fishing in 
an area that was not appropriate for fishing, according to 
Deutsche Welle, and appeared to lack proper fishing equip- 
ment. 

Later reports by BBC said the Coast Guard became suspi- 
cious when the boat did not have enough of a haul of fish and 
escorted it to San Diego. 

The Ukrainian Embassy in Washington reported that the 
vessel was especially re-tooled for drug smuggling. 

If the crew are found guilty in court, they face life impris- 
onment. The street value of the cocaine is estimated at US$500 
million. 

Ukrainian sailors have been involved in a number of seri- 
ous drug-related incidents in recent years. 
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Over 3,000 visit Vesna Festival 


(UkrNews)—An estimated over 3,000 peo- 
ple visited Saskatoon’s Vesna Festival, May 
11-12, according to one of the organizers. 

“Tt was a huge success,” said Marketing 
Director Luanne Lashyn. 

“The entertainment was diverse, colourful 


Performing at the cabaret this year were the 
Pavlychenko and Yevshan Dancers from 
Saskatoon, the Tryzub Dancers from Calgary, 
the Lastiwka Choir from Saskatoon and the 
Verkhovyna Choir from Edmonton for the 
showcase portion. 


and unique. 


added. 


River City debut by Twin City virtuoso 


Renowned mandolinist and fiddler Peter Ostroushko to play Edmonton 


(Vinok Cultural Society)—Peter Ostroushko’s re- 
cordings can usually be found in the “Folk” section of 
most music stores. However, his extensive repertoire 
embraces everything from Vivaldi to Appalachian reels, 
from Dixieland to Scandinavian schottisches. 

Although Ostroushko works in an impressive array 
of musical genres, he is hardly a dilettante or jack-of- 
all trades. A truly renaissance talent, his versatility and 
wide-ranging interests are a reflection of his multifac- 
eted musical heritage, and his willingness to be chal- 
lenged on the fiddle and mandolin — two instruments 
over which he has achieved a breathtaking mastery. 

The long list of artists that Ostroushko has collabo- 
rated with over the years speaks of how highly he is 
regarded by fellow craftsmen. Early on in his career he 
did an uncreditted mandolin set on Bob Dylan’s land- 
mark “Blood on the Tracks” album. In the intervening 
decades he has made music with such legendary names 
as Chet Atkins, Taj Mahal, Emmylou Harris and Willie 
Nelson. Currently recording with the Minnesota Or- 
chestra, Ostroushko performs solo, with a sideman, or 
with a full band, depending on the venue or the musi- 
cal hat that he happens to be wearing. One thing that 
doesn’t change, however, is the rock solid technique, 
sincerity and knowledge which he brings to every piece 
of music that he performs, adapts or writes himself. 
Whether he is doing traditional or contemporary folk; 
Celtic or Ukrainian; jazz or blues; gospel or country 
and western; blue grass or swing; classical or old time 
— he does all of it with an understated virtuosity and 

unassuming charm that simultaneously woos and wows 
audiences. 

Having recently completed his ninth recording, 
Ostroushko has developed a loyal following that spans 


broad segments of the musical spectrum. His mix of 
Old and New World sounds has a laid back feel to it 
which appeals to conservative, mainstream as well as 
hip sensibilities. Just as cuts on his cds can shift almost 
imperceptibly between contrasting traditions and styles, 
his original songs and arrangements have a way of 
blending unexpected idioms with seamless ease. Thus, 
a piece entitled “Borscht’” begins with a whimsical folk- 
pop introduction, segues through some classic Slavic 
mandolin, cuts to the chase with rhythms reminiscent 
of the Burritto Brothers, and then winds down with a 
few more bars of folk-pop! The amazing thing is that it 
all sounds perfectly natural. For many years a regular 
participant on Garrison Keillor’s PBS radio show, “Prai- 
rie Home Companion,” Ostroushko is also celebrated 
for his gentle sense of humour, evident in works like 
“My People Plant Potatoes” and “Horizontal Hold” — 
the latter being a paean to the joys of cocooning on a 
frigid prairie night. 

Well-known throughout the American Midwest, and 
familiar to CKUA, CBC and CJSR listeners, Os- 
troushko has never had the opportunity to play Edmon- 
ton. Fortunately, that is about to change, as the 
Minneapolis native is scheduled to give a concert with 
guitarist, Dirk Freymuth, at the Provincial Museum of 
Alberta on Saturday June 2nd at 8 pm. Presented as a 
benefit by the Vinok Cultural Society (for St. John s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral), the event is intended 
to provide Edmontonians with an intimate introduc- 
tion to Peter Ostroushko and his music 

Tickets can be purchased in advance for $20 at the 
Ukrainian Bookstore at 10207-97th Street, or for $25 
at the door. 


“The dance performances were quite vi- 
brant and had the audience going. The 
Verkhovyna Choir added a new feature,” she 


In between the showcase numbers, partici- 
pants danced to the sounds of the lively band 
Shoom from Winnipeg. 

There was also a market place as well as an 
art exhibit and Ukrainian food. 


Counterclockwise from Top Left: Yevshan, Lastiwka, Pavlychenko, 


Tryzub, Verkhovyna. All Photos — Marco Levytsky, except Verkhovyna 
— Myroslava Luciw 


Presentation of the 2nd clasp to the Canadian Forces Decoration (CD) 
Medal & Canadian Peacekeeping Service Meal (CPSM) to Chief War- 
rant Officer Myroslav B. Fedorowich, CD 


2nd Clasp presented to CWO M.B. Fedorowich 


On 15 February 2001, the Director General of Land Equipment Program 
Management Brigadier-General W.J. Brewer, OMM, CD, presented the 
2nd Clasp to the Canadian Forces’ Decoration to Chief Warrant Officer 
(CWO) MLB. Fedorowich CD, in recognition of 32 years of loyal service 
in the Canadian Armed Forces. CWO Fedorowich was also presented the 
new Canadian Peacekeeping Service Medal (CPSM) for service on an 
international peacekeeping mission. The ceremony took place at National 
Defence headquarters in Ottawa, Ontario where CWO Fedorowich is cur- 
rently posted with the Directorate Soldier Systems Program Management. 
CWO Fedorowich’s home-town is Regina, Saskatchewan where he first 
started his military career in the militia, with the Regina Rifle Regiment 
form 1966-1970. CWO Fedorowich is presently a member of the Electri- 
cal and Mechanical Engineering Branch as a 441 Materials Technician. 

Arte et Marte. 
Mom would be proud of you. Congratulations from your father, 
brothers, sister and many nieces and nephews. 
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Exhibition of icons by Pavlo 
Lopata held in Toronto 


(New Pathway/UkrNews)—With 
over 60 icons on display at the UNF 
Hall in Toronto, art lovers certainly 
had a feast for their eyes prepared 
for them by local artist Pavlo Lopata 
at an exhibit which opened April 28. 

Icons are symbolic depictions of 
Christian saints and holy figures. 
The style derives from an artistic 
canon originated on Greece over 
1,000 years ago. As Christianity was 
transplanted to Ukraine, so too was 
its art. Iconographers such as 
Lopata, who has been working in the 
medium for nearly 30 years, still use 
ancient techniques and materials, 
often employing egg yolks and 24 
karat gold in their creations. 

Lopata's show, opened by Lviv art 
historian Vasyl Hlynchak was at- 
tended by nearly 400 people over its 
two-day duration. The artist will be 
donation a portion of the proceeds 
to help the Toronto branch of the 
UNF renovate its new building. 

Artist Lopata is a versatile painter 
who works in many forms of me- 
dia, including oil, water colors, tem- 
pera, egg tempera, pencil and char- 
coal. 

A realist in style, he paints land- § 
scapes, portraits, historical events, | 
Byzantine icons and symbolist im- | 
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agery. Born, the youngest of 13 chil- 
dren in the village of Kalyniv in 
Pryashivshyna, Czechoslovakia 
(now Slovakia), Lopata studied fine 
arts at the University of Bratislava 
for two years before being expelled 
in 1968 for protesting the Soviet in- 
vasion of Czechoslovakia. He im- 


the Ontario College of Art. 

His extended personal studies in- 
clude research done in Munich, 
Amsterdam, Bruges, Antwerp, 
Krakow, Prague and Philadelphia. 
He has held over 30 exhibits of his 
work in Canada and the United 
States. Besides painting, he has also 


Pavlo Lopata 


Р" | migrated to Canada in 1969 and has 
subsequently studied at George 
Brown College and graduated from 


written numerous poems, short sto- 
ries and articles for newspapers and 
journals. 


New Pathway hires new editor 


(New Pathway)—The New Pathway newspaper, one 
of Canada’s oldest Ukrainian publications, has hired 
Thor Kopestynskyy, former publisher of the popular PiK 
(Polityka i Kultura) magazine to edit the 71-year old 
weekly. During his one-year tenure with РІК, 
Kopestynskyy raised magazine sales 900% by estab- 
lishing an efficient distribution system for the fledg- 
ling publication. 

Kopestynskyy, who hails from Lviv, brings over 10 
years of mass media, organizational and political expe- 
rience to the New Pathway. During the period 1997- 
1999, Kopestynskyy was CEO of the Lviv Develop- 
ment Fund, an NGO mandated to coordinate social and 
cultural projects in Lviv province. From 1996-1997 He 
worked as a senior consultant for Meta Ltd, a Kyiv- 
based mass media and public relations research com- 
pany. In 1993, Kopestynskyy founded the commercially 


successful “Luks” Radio Network, which started with 
one station in Lviv, and now boasts additional affili- 
ates in 5 cities across Ukraine. Between 1991-1993, 
he was director of the non-profit Youth Social Adapta- 
tion Foundation, which funded numerous youth-related 
initiatives in Lviv province. 

Kopestynskyy’s public career began in 1990, when 
he was elected a member of the Lviv Oblasna Rada 
(Provincial Parliament). It is important to note that this 
was the first post-Soviet, democratic, multi-party pro- 
vincial parliament in Ukraine. 

The New Pathway was founded in 1930 by the 
Ukrainian National Federation, in Edmonton and sub- 
sequently moved to Saskatoon, then Winnipeg. With 
offices currently located in Toronto, the newspaper is 
published with an average 70 per cent Ukrainian and 
30 per cent English content. 


Dauphin honors Sisters Servants 
of Mary Immaculate 


By Cassie Merko 

On April 22 members of the Ukrainian Catholic Par- 
ish of the Resurrection of Dauphin, MB, after a single 
bilingual Liturgy celebrated by Msgr. Michael, gath- 
ered in the Rev. С. Oucharyk Auditorium for the an- 
nual Parish Easter Dinner. This year was special be- 
cause we also assembled to pay tribute to the Sisters 
Servants of Mary Immaculate who have been such an 
integral part of our community since 1928. 

Present for this occasion were Father Mark Tarrant 
from St. Viator’s Roman Catholic Parish of Dauphin 
and Inky Mark, (MP Dauphin-Swan River). After the 


sumptuous banquet, Master of Ceremonies, Marvin 
Procyshyn moved the proceedings smoothly through- 
out the program. Msgr. Michael expressed his grati- 
tude to the Sisters and spoke briefly of their history 
and accomplishments. Accolades of honor and praise 
echoed and reechoed as various organizations paid 
homage to the Sisters and presented them with special 
gifts and tokens of appreciation. 

Mark gave an update of the progress of the Ukrain- 
ian Internment Restitution process and expressed his 
pleasure at being invited to attend this special occa- 
sion. 
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Authentic Ukrainian Handicrafts 
SERVICE 


Art, Books, CDs, Ceramics, о 
Embroidered Goods and Supplies 
24 BELVIA RD. 
BOX 191 


Gold Jewellery, Icons, Magazines, 
Newspapers, Pysankas and Supplies 
TORONTO, ONT. 
CANADA M8W 3R3 


All Services to Ukraine, Mail-orders 
А.В. CHORNY. 
(416) 695-2458 


Tels (416) 762-8751 + Fax: (416) 767-6839 
Еплаї!: andrew@westarka.com 
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Independently Owned and Operated 


Woloshyn «аж 
| Сеї (416) 823-5551 
Specializing in Residential, І.С.І. & Land in Southern Ontario 


В усіх справах купна та продажу прошу 
звертатися до 


Ukrainian Women's 
Organization of Canada 
Організація Українок Канади 


Ukrainian National Federation of Canada Sty. 
Українське Національне ій - 
Об'єднання Канади Se 


10629 - 98 Sireet;, Edmonton, Alberta, TSH 2146 
Ph. (780) 422-5246 


Організація Українок Канади 
(Едмонтонський відділ) запрошує на п'єсу 


26 травня 2001 року 
о 6:00 пополудні 
в залі УНО: 10629 - 98 вул. 


= Дорослі: $3.00; Діти та Молодь: вхід вільний 


Казка - оперета для дітей у виконанні 
дитячого драматичного гуртка «Джерело» 


3 питаннями просимо звертатися до 
п. Світлани Семенко по телефону: 471-2695 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 
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Віталій Шевченко пропонує |У Вінніпезі танці 


регулювати діяльність 
керівників державних теле- 
та радіокомпаній Законом 


(Фракція УНР)--Як шлях виходу 3 
патової ситуації, яка утворилася навколо 
YT-1 та президента Національної теле-- 
компанії В. Долганова, народний депутат 
України, секретар Комітету ВР з питань 
свободи слова та інформації Віталій 
Шевченко запропонував прийняття 
кону про порядок призначення та увіль-- 
нення з посад керівників національних 
теле- та радіокомпаній. Про це він 
заявив під час проведення «круглого 
столу» на тему: «УТ- 1: інтелектуальна 
задуха, пропагандистський шал чи 
виважене відображення українського 
суспільства». , 

«Логіка цього закону випливає Зі CT. 
92 Конституції, де сказано, що діяль- — 
ність політичних партій та ЗМІ регулюється законами, отже, 
такий закон цілком має право на життя», - говорить народний 
депутат. 

«Не зважаючи на те, що були неодноразові подання Держком-- 
інформполітики, Прем'єр-міністра щодо звільнення з посади В. 
Долганова, він і нині там. Проблема в тому, що зараз призначення 
та звільнення керівників національних теле- та радіокомпаній 
залежить від однієї людини - Президента України», - коментує 
ситуацію Віталій Шевченко. 

Законопроєкт розроблено фракцією Українського Народного 
Руху. За словами В. Шевченка, законопроєкт уже підготовлений 
і буде внесений на розгляд ВР наступного тижня. «Цей 
законопроєкт цілком може не тільки пройти через Верховну 
Раду, але й подолати вето Президента», - переконаний Віталій 
Шевченко. 


В Україні створено 
Всеукраїнський комітет 
захисту політв'язнів 


ірина Біла 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--В Україні створено Всеукраїнський комітет 
захисту політв'язнів, про що 8 травня на прес-конференції 
повідомили його організатори. 

До комітету увійшли колишні політв'язні, народні депутати та 
представники опозиційних організацій. Серед них - Юлія 
Тимошенко, Микола Горбаль, Юрій Тима. 

Завдання Комітету - надавати політичну та юридичну допомогу 
політв'язням, організація акцій на їхній захист. Члени Комітету 
наголосили, що своєю діяльністю вони намагатимуться протистояти 
остаточному встановленню в Україні авторитарного режиму, 
політичним репресіям та наступу на конституційні права громадян 
України. 


Віталій Шевченко 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


_ «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформаці 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також 
в англійській мові, н 


1 рік (24 примірники): 535.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 eee 965.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST") 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB TSM 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693 
Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Йосип Демко 

Вже за традицією весну у Вінніпезі сповіщують 
концерти українських танцювальних шкіл. Їх 
декілька у місті а серед них найбільш визначна 
i гамірна Школа танців Українського Національ-- 
ного Об'єднання. 

Відколи легендарний Авраменко посіяв любов 
до українського танку перед понад 70 роками ця 
любов продовжує процвітати і до нині у нашому 
місті. 

Черговий концерт Школи танців УНО відбувся 
6 травня 2001 р. у Пентейджес Театрі. Коло 
1000 присутніх насолоджувались виступом ок. 
200 артистів, поміж ними були і 5-6 літні козаки, 
які успішно підносились у вись у присюдах. У 
концерті гостинно виступив славний у Канаді 
ансамбль Русалка, який приготовлений київським 
хореографом Валерієм Бебелієм, доказав що вже 
готовий до світового турне - прославляти ук- 
раїнський танець. 
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починають весну 


Організатори присвятили концерт пам'яті 
Воло-димира Климкова пристрасного любителя 
і популяризатора української пісні, співзасновника 
і довголітнього диригента хору ім. Олександра 
Кошиця. Треба додати, осінню 2000 року (перед 
його смертю) англійський щоденник Вінніпе? 
Сан найменнував його суперманітобан (один! і 
десятьох найбільш визначних жителів минулого 
століття. 

В закінченні концерту заступник голови УНО 
і довголітній радник міста Вінніпегу Григорій 
Лазаренко подякував артистам, понад 20 учите- 
лям-інструкторам. Найбільша подяка разом із 
пишною китицею квітів припала пані Діяні 
Грабінській, яка уже 38 років є директором 
Школи танців УНО, з якої вийшло уже кілька 
тисяч студентів танцюристів. 

До тої подяки пані Діяні і її прекрасній молоді, 
як учасник, словами короткого спогаду приєд- 
нуюсь. 


Бельгійська преса про порушення 
Україною міжнародних санкції ООН 


Славко Волинський 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--Схоже, що «знімання 
стружки» з горезвісної нинішньої української 
влади не обмежиться лише в Раді Европи в 
Страссбурзі, чи в Европарляменті у Брюсселі. 
Деякі західні коментатори припускають, що 
українською владою може зацікавитись навіть 
сама Організація Об'єднаних Націй. Ї справа 
тут не лише у вбивстві Гонгадзе та деяких інших 
журналістів й політиків, не лише в корумпованості 
влади. Мова йде про те, що, як пишуть західні 
часописи і зокрема бельгійська газета «Суар» 
під час війни на Балканах попри ембарго, 
запроваджене Організацією Об'єднаних Націй 
тривалі роки з України в Хорватію, Боснію- 
Герцеговину надходив великий потік зброї, 
боєприпасів та іншої військової амуніції. 

Газета «Суар» пише, що зброю Україна 
постачала не лише балканським країнам, але й 
Нігерії, Марокко, Єгипту і Судану. Протягом 
1992 та 1994 років оборудки здійснювались при 
допомозі Панамсько- Українського підприємства 
«Глобал Текнолоджіс ЇІнтернешенелз Їнкор- 
порейшн», що базувалася як на Панамі, так і в 


Києві. 

Згодом коли війна розгорілася на Балканах 
на світовій збройній бізнес-арені з'являється 
інша українська фірма «Прогрес». До речі в 
самій Україні «Прогрес» був давно відомим 
збройним підприємством. «Прогрес» у своїй 
справі дійсно зробив прогрес. Цій фірмі 
бельгійський часопис «Суар» приписує постачання 
з України в Хорватію 133 контейнерів зброї та 
військової амуніції. А якщо детальніше - це 30 
тисяч автоматів «Калашникова», 10 тисяч проти-- 
танкових ракет, 400 ракет з системою телеві- 
зійного наведення, інша зброя то 2 тисячі тонн 
набоїв. 

Газета «Суар» на своїх шпальтах подає навіть 
точні маршрути нелегальних поставок цієї зброї 
на Балкани та Африку. Цей шлях розпочинався 
з Одеси, Їлічевська, Октябрська та Миколаєва 
через Чорне й Егейське порти Середземного 
моря. acre VEO 

"В часописі зазначено, що справою заправляли 
педставники української «нафтомафії», одного з 
яких - сорокасемирічного Олександра Жукова 
нещодавно заарештувала італійська поліція. 


В Криму створено Громадський 
комітет захисту української церкви 


Володимир Притула 

(Радіо «Свобода»)--В Криму створено 
громадський комітет захисту української церкви, 
до складу якого увійшли члени 20 політичних і 
громадських організацій автономії. У поширеній 
8 травня заяві цього комітету мовиться, що 
місцева влада намагається відібрати у віруючих 
приміщення єдиного у Симферополі храму УПЦ 
Київського Патріярхату. 

- Підняти руку на Храм Божий можуть лише 
антихристи!. - ця категорична цитата - із заяви 
Громадського комітету захисту Свято-Володи- 
миро-Ольгінського Собору у Симферополі. Єди- 
ний в адміністративному центрі Криму храм Укра- 
їнської Православної Церкви Київського Патріяр- 
хату може припинити своє існування. Ось уже 
кілька місяців фонд майна Автономної Республіки 
Крим намагається позбавити його приміщення. 

Колишній клюб військового училища - УПЦ 
Київського Патріярхату отримала від Міністерства 
оборони України у 1994 році і тоді тут було 


відкрито та освячено храм Святих рівноапостоль- 
них князя Володимира і княгині Ольги. Тут 
кілька разів правив літургії Патріярх Філарет. 
Зараз на служби приходить щоразу більше i 
більше віруючих. Однак, у березні нинішнього 
року Фонд майна АРК, який є формальним 
власником приміщення храму, попередив єпископа 
Кримського Климента, що з 1-го квітня Єпархія 
має його звільнити. 

За словами голови кримської організації 
Українського народного Руху, координатор, Комі - 
тету захисту української церкви Олега Фомуш-- 
кіна, віруючі мають намір усіма доступними 
способами захищати свій храм. Громадський 
комітет закликав владні структури не провокувати 
міжконфесійне протистояння в Криму і визнати 
приміщення храму Святих рівноапостольних князя 
Володимира і княгині Ольги - культовою 
спорудою. Влада поки залишається глухою. 
Схоже, українську громаду Симфереполя під- 
штовхують до радикальних заходів. 


Поштова марка Канади з погруддям 
Митрополита А. Шептицького 


(БУКК- Торонто) -Цього року припадає 100- 
річниця інтронізації Владики Андрея Шептицького 
на Митрополичий престіл у Львові (1901-2001). 

З цієї нагоди Блаженніший Патріярх Любомир 
Гузар проголосив цей рік Роком Слуги Божого 
Митрополита Андрея Шептицького та звернувся 
до вірних, щоб у тому році особливо відзначувати 
Великого Митрополита. 

Щоб належно відмітити цей ювілей та гідно 
пропагувати для нас цю святу Людину, на 


замовлення Управи Братства Українців Католиків 
Канади Торонтонської Епархії, канадська пошта 
видала офіційну поштову марку, на якій є 
зображене погруддя Слуги Божого Митрополита 
Кир Андрея Шептицького. Видано два роди 
марок, різниця є втім, що погруддя Митрополита 
є обведене двома різними рамками в різних 
кольорах. Марка офіційно вийшла 17 квітня 
2001 р. Номінальна ціна марки є .47 центів, для 
вжитку в Канаді. 
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Participants at the Ukrainian educators Retreat 2001. 


Ukrainian educators hold retreat 


By Maria Pastuszenko 

On the last weekend of April, 30 individuals from 
the Edmonton area gathered together in the pristine set- 
ting of Canmore, Alberta to take part in a spiritual re- 
treat specifically geared toward Ukrainian educators. 
Retreat 2001 was organized by the Ukrainian Catholic 
Teacher Committee (UCTC), and was attended by 
teachers, administrators and support staff from the Ed- 
monton Catholic, Edmonton Public and Sherwood Park 
Catholic School Boards. 

UCTC Chairman and retreat organizer Taras Podilsky 
said the retreat’s primary purpose was to reenergize the 
educators’ faith and spirituality so that they may bring 
this renewed energy back to their schools. “Retreats 
like this play an important role in helping us to 
strengthen our students’ faith in God, our Church and 
our culture,” said Podilsky. 

His Excellency, Bishop Lawrence Huculak acted as 
key presenter, and was on hand to inform and guide 
discussion on the retreat’s main topic, “Who we are as 
a Church”. key issues examined were the similarities 
and differences between the Ukrainian Catholic tradi- 


tion and the Roman Catholic, Ukrainian Orthodox and 
Protestant traditions, the specific qualities which make 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church distinct, recent changes 
in Ukrainian Catholic Canonical Law, the history of 
the Church, and questions regarding morality and tra- 
ditions as they affect our daily lives. In addition, dur- 
ing the retreat participants took part in sacred music 
meditation, Akafist, as well as a Divine Liturgy. 

Bishop Huculak also stressed to retreat participants 
the importance of taking what they have learned and 
sharing it with others. “To fulfill our identity as a 
Church we must go and preach the good news to oth- 
ers. To be faithful to Christ and to be true Christians, 
we must spread our message of faith,” said the Bishop. 

Retreat participants such as Bill Hunka, Principal at 
St. Kevin’s Junior High School in Edmonton found 
the retreat to be of great benefit. “This weekend truly 
enhanced our understanding of church history and cul- 
ture. The Bishop inspired us to continue our mission 
in our schools with dedication, greater understanding 
and most importantly a sense of hope for the future,” 
said Hunka. 


Iryna Konstantiuk wins prestigious 
award at University of Manitoba 


By Prof. Roman Yereniuk 

Iryna Konstantiuk, a graduate stu- 
dent in the Department of German 
and Slavic Studies at the University 
of Manitoba won a most prestigious 
award — the Graduate Student 
Teaching Excellence Award for 
2000-2001. The award ceremony 
was held on May 3, at the U of M 
campus with Dean Dr. Robert 
O’Kell making the presentation. 
Two other graduate student instruc- 
tors also received the award. 

In the commendation for Kon- 
stantiuk, the presenter stated: “Iryna 
Konstantiuk taught a class in Intro- 
ductory Ukrainian (052.131), and 
while not trying to please them with 
high marks, had excellent rapport 
with her students. her teaching is 
described as ‘innovative and very 
contemporary ’, creating enthusiasm 
and excitement and engaging every 
student individually and interac- 
tively.” Among some of the student 
comments about her teaching, were 
phrases such as “she makes the 
Ukrainian language come alive,” 
“she made the class enjoyable ...and 
gave us lots of verbal encourage- 


ment” and “you helped me gain a 
knowledge of my Ukrainian herit- 
age which will not be forgotten.” 
Konstantiuk is enrolled as a Mas- 
ters student in the Department of 
German and Slavic Studies and is 
currently working on her thesis on 
“Communicative Language Teach- 
ing of Ukrainian for Adults.” She is 
also developing, along with Prof. 
Мугозіау Shkandrij, a textbook for 
learning the Ukrainian language. 
Iryna came to Canada in 1997 as 
a landed immigrant. She previously 
had studied at Kyiv Pedagogical In- 
stitute of Foreign languages with 


emphasis on English and Education | 


(1984-1989) and had taken an Ac- 
celerated Learning Language Pro- 
gram in the methodology of teach- 
ing. She was employed in Ukraine 
at the Kyiv International University 
of Aviation and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. Since 
coming to Canada, Iryna has worked 
as an ESL teacher, as a marketing 
co-ordinator at Carpathia Credit 
Union and graduate student instruc- 


tor in Ukrainian. Iryna has also - 


given of herself as a translator and 


interpreter for various organizations, 
government departments as well as 
the U of M. 

Iryna is married and has a 13- 
year-old daughter. Her passion is 
quality language education, espe- 
cially Ukrainian. She seems to have 
found her niche at the U of M in the 
Masters Program in Ukrainian Stud- 
ies and teaching as a graduate stu- 
dent. 
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Mundare Museum opens new 
season with a wedding show 


(Basilian Fathers Museum)—The Basilian Fathers Museum in Mundare, 
Alberta will officially open its new season on May 27. Although there are 
other additions to the museum exhibitions, the main display which has 
drawn the attention of people from around Mundare, and as far as Edmon- 
ton during its preparation is the new wedding display entitled “Sacred 
Sacrament of matrimony” — “It is not good that man should be alone.” 

The wedding story that accompanies the exhibition consists of four parts: 
the first two cover the traditional Ukrainian wedding and Eastern rite church 
customs; the third part is entitled “Dreams come true.” The fourth part, as 
the title of the exhibition indicates. looks at marriage from God’s prospec- 
tive. 

The display includes over 180 wedding photographs taken from 1902- 
1949 which testify to perhaps the most memorable event in one’s life — 
the wedding day. The oldest wedding gown on display is from 1916 and 
the oldest living couple, who participated in our exhibition, was married 
in 1932. And what’s a wedding without music? The display also includes 
the story of Ukrainian wedding music traditions, featuring original instru- 
ments used in Sadownyks’ Orchestra. - 

Two special, personal wedding stories accompany the exhibition. The 
first was written by the late Josephine Lesoway of Mundare, and the sec- 
ond, by Dagmar Rais, Curator of the Basilian Fathers Museum. Both sto- 
ries have a common element — God, but because of the difference in time 
and place they differ. In what way? come and see for yourself. 

In addition, the museum is also featuring the Centennial at St. Nicholas,” 
St. Michael, Alberta, as well as two new family stories: the William Hewko 
and Frebrowski families. 

The season 2001 is dedicated to the late Josephine Lesoway, who will 
be remembered for being a faithful friend and benefactress of the mu- 
seum. 

For more information on group tours, please call the museum at (780) 
764-3887. The museum is open year round: Monday - Friday, 10:00 am - 
4:00 pm, summer weekends, 1: 00 pm - 5:00 pm. 


Basilian Fathers Museum, Mundare, Alberta 
opens new season with a wedding show 


5420 Sawchuk Street, Box 379, Mundare, Alberta, TOB 3HO 
Ph: (780) 764-3887 
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Enough 
A children’s picture book set during the Famine by 


Silver Threads author, Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch, 
illustrated by Michael Martchenko. 


$20.00 hardcover, available in English or Ukrainian 
For readings, contact: 519-752-5453 ог www.calla.com 


For an autographed copy (or copies, if you wish to send 
extra ones to Ukraine), send $23.00 for each (price 
includes postage and GST) to: 


Marsha Skrypuch, 99 Wayne Gretzky Pkwy 
Brantford ON N3S 6T6 


Say you read it in Ukrainian News 
and get: $1.50 off. 
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З турботою про мореплавців 


ігор Столяров 

Активізував роботу в українських портах Генеральний директор 
Морського Апостоляту України отець Роман Поправка. Своєю 
метою він бачить турботу не лише про українських моряків, які 
чекають допомоги від церкви, але й спілкування з іноземними 
моряками, які прибувають до України. Вже відслужено кілька, 
спільних з іншими християнськими церквами, зустрічей з 
працівниками моря, Богослужень. 

Цими днями отець Роман Поправка побував у іллічівську. Він 
провів кілька робочих зустрічей з адміністрацією іллічівського 
морського торговельного порту одержавши від них підтримку і 
обіцянку допомогти у місійній роботі. Національний директор 
Морського Апостоляту України завітав i до морського клюбу 
Іллічівська де ознайомився з правилами його роботи, цікавився 
тим, моряки яких країн найчастіше бувають у Іллічівськом порту? 

У подарунок Морському клюбу було передано кілька десяток 
книжок духовно-релігійного змісту виданих різними мовами. 
Книжки незабаром даруватимуть іноземним морякам - гостям 
клюбу. 

Отець Роман Поправка висловив готовність частіше відвідувати 
Іллічівський морський клюб та налагодити з ним співпрацю. 

Серед найближчих плянів Морського Апостоляту в Україні - 
проведення в Одесі представницької конференції присвяченої 
проблемам морепланців, активізація роботи в українських портах. 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Edmonton Granite Memorials 


personalized designs ee 
BGM serving Albertans with dignity pare 


or over 35 years OFNORTHAMERICA 


Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 
All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 
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Українська мафія в Европі 


Їгор Столяров 

(Радіо «Свобода»)---В Одесі цими днями ніхто 
не збирав позачергового засідання обласного 
Координаційного комітету з питань боротьби з 
корупцією та організованою злочинністю. Хоча 
привід для цього був... 

Мешканці причорноморського міста добре 
пам'ятають нещодавні виборчі змагання 1998 
року, коли під проводом панів Боделана і 
Гриневецького, за участю головного міліціонера 
Ївана Григоренка складалися і передавалися до 
Києва документи, де колишній мер Едуард Гурвіц 
виглядав ледве не головним злочинцем в Україні. 

Вибори минули, і про документи ці прагнуть 
не згадувати, як і забули про колись добре 
розреклямований Указ Президента, який начебто 
намагався боротися зі злочинністю та корупцією. 
Ніхто у правоохоронних відомствах нічого не 
може сказати і про жертви багатьох резонансних 
злочинів, скоєних в Одесі. Обмежилися лише 
встановленням пам'ятників та пам'ятних дошок. 
Найбільш незрозуміло ставляться до викрадених 
злочинцями осіб обіцяючи сказати «правду» іноді 
роками... 

Ї тут нова неприємність. Не дивно, що підвладні 
засоби масової інформації в Одесі про це нічого 
не напишуть. Компанія «Синтез» добре відома в 
Одесі, але пише про неї лише російська та 
італійська преса. 

Перша цитата з російської газети «Нєзавісімая 
газета». Ця публікація оприлюднена під назвою: 
«В Европі заарештовано дільців української 
мафії». 

Отож, як пише російська газета: «На початку 
квітня, за розпорядженням туринського відділення 
Їталійського слідчого управління з боротьби з 
мафією (ДІА) у низці европейських країн, в 
тому числі у Італії, Німеччині, Австрії та Бельгії 
було заарештовано осіб, які займалися підпільними 
постачаннями зброї з України до колишньої 
Югославії, починаючи з 1992 року». 

Згідно з інформацією, яка потрапила до 
італійської преси, за гратами опинився, зокрема, 
президент холдінгу «Синтез» Олександр Жуков, 
що займався широкомасштабними імпортно-екс- 
портними операціями з нафтою та нафтопро- 
дуктами. Ця особа дуже добре відома на Апен- 
нінах завдяки шикарним гулянням, які він влаш- 
товував на власній віллі на смарагдовому узбе- 
режжі Сардинії. Учасниками цих розваг були 
чимало представники артистичного і навіть 
політичного бомонду Їталії. За мандатом DIA 
було затримано і колишнього менеджера компанії 
«Глобал Текнолоджі Інтернешнл» Анатолія 
Федоренка, який, як повідомляється, раніше 
служив у КДБ, а після цього налагодив міцні 
зв'язки з солнцевським злочинним угрупованням. 

Заарештований також відомий ділок Герда 
Медзосі, який свого часу постачав зброю турець- 
ким екстремістам з угруповання «Сірі вовки», 
що свого часу організовували замах на Папу 
Римського, Серед заарештованих і капітан судна 
«Ядран Експресс» Кузма Даніч. 

Власне кажучи, історія і розпочалася саме з 
контейнеровозу «Ядран Експресс», який був 
затриманий силами НАТО в Адріатиці в 1994 
році при спробі доставити зброю на Балкани, 
порушуючи міжнароднє ембарго. Зовсім 
незрозуміло, чому це судно майже на п'ять років 
було «забуто» у італійському порту Таранто, а 
його вантаж - біля 2000 тонн зброї та боєприпасів 
(в тому числі автоматів, гранатометів та ракет) 
зберігався на одній із натівських баз. 

Ситуація змінилася у 1997 році, коли у поле 
зору ДІА потрапили дві «дивні» фірми, що 
працювали у Турині і були записані на ім'я 
якогось болгарина. У підсумку що вони діяли за 
принципом «Роги та копита», а сам болгарин є 
працівником «Синтеза». За даними італійських 
засобів масової інформації, розслідуючи цю 
справу, туринський прокурор Паоло Tamnoni 
незабаром з'ясував, що чимало працівників цього 
холдінгу колись працювали у радянських 
спецслужбах, а після цього у підпільних торгівців 
зброєю, пов'язаних з російською мафією. 

За допомогою Інтерполу слідство поступово 
пересунулося до Києва, де таємничий «містер 
Олаф» і заснував «Глобал Текнолоджи Інтерне- 
шнл». Діяльність працівників цієї компанії, 
пов'язаної з холдінгом «Синтез», судячи з усього, 
зводилася до закупівлі зброї в Україні та її 
перевезення на Балкани, скоріше за все, до 
Хорватії. При цьому за документами вантаж 
спрямовувався до африканських країн. Насправді 
ж судна, які виходили з Одеси, оминаючи Їзмір 
(Туреччина) та Порт-Саїід (Єгипет) направлялися 
до італійських портів Анкона і Венеція, а потім 


потрапляли до колишньої Югославії. 

«Лише у 1999 році ДІА з подачі французької 
поліції вийшла на контейнеровоз «Ядран Екс- 
пресс» і долучила до кримінальної справи 2000 
тонн його небезпечного вантажу. Подальше 
розслідування і призвело до квітневої серії 
арештів у низці країн Европи. За попередніми 
даними, нелегальні торгівці зброєю направили з 
України на Балкани як мінімум 18 партій товару», 
- пише російська газета. 

Тим часом, Інтернет сайт «Агенція федеральних 
розслідувань» оприлюднив публікацію вже з 
російської газети «Комерсант», де її автори 
наголошують, що перший державний канал Їта- 
лійського телебачення вже повідомив про «арешт 
міжнародного угруповання торгівців зброї, яке 
очолював підприємець Олександр Жуков. «Його 
звинуватили у незаконному постачанні до 
Югославії майже 13 тисяч тонн різноманітної 
зброї. 

Олександр Жуков, який офіційно займається 
бізнесом, пов'язаним з нафтопродуктами, був 
затриманий ще 8 квітня в аеропорту Олівії на 
італійському острові Сардинія, куди він прилетів 
щоби провести великодні канікули на власній 
віллі...» - йдеться у статті. 

Так коментують події закордонні засоби масової 
інформації. Про незаконні операції, якими 
займалася компанія «Синтез Ойл», я писав 
неодноразово. Відзначу більш точніше, що Жуков 
займається ні широкомасштабними експортно- 
імпортними операціями з нафтопродуктами, як 
про це писала преса, а звичайними розван- 
тажувально-завантажувальними роботами - 
перевалкою. Можливісь для такої діяльності 
«Синтез Ойл» одержав завдяки потужному 
тискові з боку Руслана Боделана та підтримці 
Миколи Павлюка. Лише від цієї роботи «Синтез 
Ойл» одержує 1,5 мільйонів долярів на місяць. 

У 1994 році відбулося розформування відділів 
УБОЗу, але у порту такий відділ залишився i 
керував ним пан Їндиченко. Може тому слід 
запитати у оперативних працівників УБОЗУ, під 
контролем у яких був порт: чому було створено 
можливості для контрабанди зброєю через 
територію торговельного порту? Стає зрозумілою 
і причина минулорічних обшуків співробітниками 
MBC в кабінетах у керівного складу УБОЗу 1a 
вулиці Осипова. Заступник начальника УБОЗу 
Борис Їндиченко, який керував портом, пере- 
ведений до міського управління зі змінами у 
званні за те, що у нього в сейфі опинилося 250 
тисяч долярів США. Справу зам'яти не вдалося, 
але вона і не одержала належного висвітлення. 
Від якої такої праці такі гроші у головного 
оперативного міліціонера порту? 

Велике зацікавлення викликав «Синтез Ойл» 
так само у Федеральної служби безпеки Росії. 
ФСБ надіслала запит до СБУ з приводу кредиту 
на 100 мільйонів долярів у Зовнішекономбанку 
Росії, де так само згадують про Жукова та його 
підставні фірми. 

Для деяких високопосадових осіб в Одесі 
повідомлення з приводу долі Жукова, певно, 
стало шоком. 

Під час останнього ексклюзивного інтерв'ю 
для радіо «Свобода» з міським головою Русланом 
Боделаном я запитав, чи відомо йому щось про 
антизаконну діяльність, що проводиться відомим 
йому особам Олександром Жуковим та Ангертом, 
більше відомим в Одесі на псевдо Ангел? Він 
наголосив, що нічого про це не знає, що це 
люди чесного бізнесу на користь міста... 

Реалії свідчать про протилежне... 


Проти «Нафтогазу 
України» порушено 
кримінальну справу 


(«Українська правда»)- "Генпрокуратура 
порушила кримінальну справу проти НАК 
«Нафтогаз України» за несплату податків на 
суму 770 мільйонів гривень. Про це повідомив 
начальник головного управління податкової 
міліції, генерал-майор Олександр Спірідонов. 

Порушення законодавства, виявлені у 
«Нафтогазі», припадають на період з 1997 по 
1999 роки, хоча ревізія фінансово-господарської 
діяльності НАК включала строк до жовтня 2000. 

Спірідонов не відповів на запитання журналістів 
у вівторок, чи екс-голова правління компанії, а 
нині народний депутат Їгор Бакай, причетний 
до несплати податків. Генерал лише зазначив, 
що в справі фігурують багато посадових осіб. 
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Russian Church contests papal visit 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—When Pope John Paul visited Greece earlier 
this month, he was greeted by thousands of Orthodox Chris- 
tian demonstrators who opposed his visit. They gave voice to 
centuries-old grievances felt by Orthodox believers against 
the Roman Catholic Church, which they accuse of splitting 
the Christian world and committing a variety of more secular 
crimes. 

The Pope succeeded in defusing much of the hostility with 
a mixture of charisma and the offer of an unexpected apol- 
ogy to the Greek Orthodox Church for sins committed against 
it by the Vatican. 

Next month, the Pope will’visit Ukraine, a trip that he has 
long been eager to make. Only some four million of Ukraine’s 
50 million inhabitants are Catholics. They are mainly of the 
Greek Catholic rite, which celebrates mass in a manner simi- 
lar to the Orthodox but acknowledges the Pope as its leader. 
There is also a small Roman Catholic community. 

There are three Orthodox churches in Ukraine. Two are 
entirely indigenous — the Autocephalous Orthodox Church 
and the Orthodox Church loyal to the Kyiv Patriarchate — 
but the third owes allegiance to the Moscow Patriarchate. The 
Ukrainian Orthodox churches are ready to extend a welcome 
to the Pope, but the church loyal to Moscow seems implac- 
ably hostile to the visit. It has asked the Pope to postpone his 
trip and says it will refuse to attend a meeting he is scheduled 
to have with the leaders of all the faiths in Ukraine. Catholics 
are mainly concentrated in western Ukraine, the country’s 
most nationally conscious area, where the Greek Catholic 
Church was for centuries intricately entwined with Ukrain- 
jans’ attempts to preserve a separate identity and win inde- 
pendence. 

Stalin outlawed the Catholic Church in Ukraine in 1944 
and only the Russian Orthodox Church was allowed to func- 
tion officially. It took over those Catholic churches that were 
not destroyed or used for industrial purposes like warehous- 
ing. At the time, many Catholic clergy and the faithful were 
executed, imprisoned, or otherwise persecuted for their faith. 
But they kept it alive through an underground network of 
priests who held masses in secrecy. 

The Catholic Church was legalized in 1989 and very quickly 
re-established itself as the largest in western Ukraine. Many 
churches were reclaimed from the Orthodox Church and 
scores of new ones have since been built. 

The Orthodox Church in Ukraine loyal to Moscow echoes 
the Russian Church’s complaints that the Roman Catholic 
Church is trying to proselytize in Russia and Ukraine. The 
Russian Orthodox Church traces its roots back to the Chris- 
tianization of the ancient Kyivan Rus state that centered 
around what is the capital of modern Ukraine. It regards the 
Pope’s visit as an intrusion. 

Earlier this year, the head of the Orthodox Church loyal to 
Moscow, Metropolitan Vladimir, voiced another reason for 
opposing the Pope’s visit. He said the Pope’s trip would lend 
support to the two purely Ukrainian Orthodox churches, which 
he has condemned as “‘schismatics.” 

The Pope will be on a state visit in Ukraine because he was 
invited by the government in his capacity as leader of the 
Vatican. Pope John Paul is due to visit Kyiv and the western 
city of Lviv, the seat of both the Roman and Greek Catholic 
churches in Ukraine. 

Arecent public opinion poll showed that, countrywide, most 
Ukrainians either approve of the visit or don’t care one way 
or the other. Almost one-half of them (44 percent) said they 


viewed the visit positively, while about a quarter (23 percent) 
expressed their indifference. 

In western Ukraine, and particularly in Lviv, the people 
are overwhelmingly in favor of the visit. Hardly a day goes 
by without the trip being discussed in the local media. The 
subject also often crops up in the conversations of ordinary 
people who have invested a variety of hopes in the visit. 

Many — like Irena Fot, a student — want Ukraine to have 
a single Christian Church. She sees the visit as a step toward 
that goal. “Possibly the Pope’s visit will at last provide the 
opportunity to unite all Ukrainian churches because at the 
moment the Autocephalous Orthodox Church, the other Or- 
thodox churches and the Greek Catholics celebrate in their 
own separate ways. We need to unite our churches.” 

Doctor Yuriy Bilyk also expresses the hope that Ukraine’s 
churches will one day unite. He thinks that the Pope’s record 
of being able to reach out to other faiths and cultures will 
provide a valuable lesson to Ukraine’s divided Christians. 

"І regard the Pope’s visit as having great significance. I 
wouldn’t differentiate between Roman Catholics, Greek 
Catholics, and Orthodox. He’s coming to all the faithful, to 
meet with all of them. Therefore, I think this could be yet 
another step toward the unification of all Ukrainian churches.” 

A spokesman for the Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine, 
Father Ken Nowakivski, tells RFE/RL that the Pope will hold 
separate Latin Rite and Greek Catholic Rite masses, first in 
Kyiv and then in Lviv. Nowakivski said that authorities 
throughout Ukraine have shown enthusiasm for the Pope’s 
Visit. 

“T think we’ve had very good support from the Ukrainian 
government right from the very first day that the trip was 
announced. Special organizational committees have been set 
up in both Lviv and Kyiv and we’ve worked very well with 
the Ukrainian government administration.” 

He said that the task of organizing the Pope’s visit has been 
very complicated. Not only do sites have to be prepared to 
accommodate large crowds, but provision has to be made for 
people to reach them. Both in Kyiv and Lviv, masses will be 
held outside the cities, where public transport is poor. 

Nowakivski said that poor weather earlier this year had 
hampered work at the sites, but with a recent improvement in 
weather work was surging ahead. 

“J think [the preparations] are going very well. We’ve had 
several challenging moments because of the weather, but now 
that spring has come we’re preparing the venues for the maxi- 
mum participation of Ukrainians and people coming to 
Ukraine — pilgrims coming to the Holy Father’s visit sites.” 

Nowakivski said that a great deal of consideration has been 
given to the Pope’s security and his fragile health. He said it 
was impossible to estimate how many people would come to 
see the Pope, but some predict that up to a million will attend 
over the course of the four-day visit. 

“It’s difficult to tell at this stage but we’ve received infor- 
mation that many Ukrainian Greek Catholics are coming from 
Poland. There will also be Roman Catholics coming from 
our old neighbors, including Belarus, Russia — and from 
Kazakhstan we also expect people coming — and Hungary. 
Many Ukrainians will be coming from abroad — from the 
United States, Canada, and Western Europe.” 

The recent warm weather this week in Ukraine certainly 
seemed to be favoring preparations for the Pope’s visit. But 
May 12 in Moscow 1,000 Russian Orthodox protested the 
trip, and it remains unlikely that the attitudes of their co-faith- 
ful in Ukraine toward Pope John Paul’s visit will thaw either. 


Kuchma reviews NATO relationship 


(JF Monitor)—Interviewed during his recent visit to the 
NATO candidate country Lithuania, President Leonid Kuchma 
of Ukraine reviewed the development of his country’s spe- 
cial relationship with the Atlantic alliance during his presi- 
dency thus far. 

Since the signing in 1997 of the NATO-Ukraine Distinct 
Partnership Charter, Ukraine’s cooperation with the alliance 
as a non-candidate for membership has in some significant 
ways exceeded the level of cooperation attained by some can- 
didate and aspirant countries. Among the former Soviet-ruled 
countries, Ukraine is second only to the Baltic states in terms 
of institutionalized cooperation with NATO. 

In his interview Kuchma was able to list and claim credit 
for: successful participation of Ukrainian troops in NATO- 
led peacekeeping operations in the Balkans; the opening in 
Kyiv of a permanent NATO information center, the only one 
in any CIS country; creation of a NATO troop training center 
at the Yavoriv military range, Ukraine’s largest and best en- 
dowed; establishment of the joint Ukrainian-Polish battalion, 
UkrPolBat, the only existing joint unit of an ex-Soviet, 
noncandidate country with a NATO member country; initia- 
tion of military reform in Ukraine in close consultation with 
NATO; and Ukraine’s — including Kuchma’s personal — 
welcome to the alliance’s enlargement in Central-Eastern 
Europe and planned Baltic enlargement. 

In contrast to Moscow, Ukraine took the position that the 
accession of its neighbors Poland and Hungary to NATO in- 


creased stability on Ukraine’s western borders and added to 
Ukraine’s own security. At present — as Kuchma reaffirmed 
during his Lithuanian visit — Ukraine holds that the Baltic 
states have an unqualified right to join the alliance of their 
choice. Those theses not only provide a usable 
counterargument to Moscow’s, but also have the value of an 
example for the latter to choose to follow at some point. 

A cautious Kuchma stopped short of mentioning the joint 
military exercises, held regularly on land and at sea in Ukraine 
by troops of NATO countries.As he was speaking, Ukrain- 
ian, Polish, and Lithuanian soldiers were jointly training un- 
der Canadian instructors at Yavoriv, for both combat and 
NATO-led peacekeeping operations. That training followed 
up on a similar one held at the Nowa Deba range in Poland. 
Also in late April, Ukraine and Britain held the final plan- 
ning conference for the Cossack Express 2001 exercise due 
in June. In July, the NATO-Ukraine exercise Peace Shield- 
2001 is scheduled to be held in Ukraine. It will be followed 
by the Sea Breeze-2001 exercise with the participation of fleets 
from some ten NATO member and partner countries as well 
as Ukraine’s fleet in the Black Sea. 

These achievements are the cumulative result of several 
years of close NATO-Ukraine relations. They could be put at 
risk — not immediately, but in the near term — by any fur- 
ther destabilization of Ukraine’s internal political situation, 
enfeeblement of its presidency, and a leftward and pro-oli- 
garchic shift in the composition of its government. 
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Papal visit web site 
launched by Press Office 


(Press Office of the Catholic Church in Ukraine)—The 
Press Service of the Catholic Church in Ukraine has launched 
an official web-site (www.papalvisit.org.ua) regarding the visit 
of His Holiness Pope John Paul to Ukraine, June 23-27. 

The web-site contains detailed historical and contempo- 
rary information about Ukraine, Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches in Ukraine, Pope John Paul П, leaders of the Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, and the program of the visit of His Holi- 
ness to Ukraine. The web-site will assist pilgrims and jour- 
nalists in Ukraine and from abroad to access information about 
travel to the Papal Visit events, accreditation for journalists, 
visa and hotel and travel possibilities. 

The web-site is currently available for readers in English, 
Italian and Ukrainian. In the next few weeks the site will also 
be available in German, Polish and Russian. 

The web-site was prepared and serviced for the Press Serv- 
ice of the Catholic Church in Ukraine by the Lviv Theologi- 
cal Academy and the Religious Information Service in 
Ukraine. | 


Tymoshenko’s arrest warrant dropped 
(RFE/RL)—The Supreme Court on May 15 ruled that pros- 
ecutors acted illegally when they imprisoned former Deputy 
Premier Yulia Tymoshenko, now a leading opposition politi- 
cian, ahead of her trial on charges of corruption, tax evasion, 
smuggling, and document forgery, Reuters reported. The Su- 
preme Court ruling followed an appeal in a lower court by 
prosecutors seeking to rearrest Tymoshenko. Tymoshenko 
must still comply with travel restrictions that prevent her from 
leaving the country until her trial. No date for the hearing has 
yet been set. 


Zherdytsky may stand trial in June 

(Eastern Economist)—The Consul General of the Ukrainian 
Embassy in Germany, Oleksandr Ропотагіоу, said May 14 
that the trial of Verkhovna Rada deputy Viktor Zherdytsky 
could start in June. Zherdytsky’s lawyer Sebastian 
Holtgaussen confirmed this. The former president of 
Gradobank, a now-defunct Ukrainian commercial bank, 
Zherdytsky was arrested on charges of misappropriating DM 
86 million that was intended to compensate Ukrainian 
“ostarbeiters,” as WWII forced laborers were known. 


Methane blast kills 8 


(RFE/RL)—A methane explosion on May 5 killed eight min- 
ers at the Kirov coal mine in Makyivka, Donetsk Oblast, 
Interfax reported. Of the 151 miners working underground at 
the time, 141 were brought safely to surface, while two are 
missing. Ukraine’s mines are among the world’s most dan- 
gerous; 306 people died in mining accidents last year in the 


country. 
Three killed in plant accident 


Three workers were killed and another was injured when an 
acetylene container exploded during welding work at a chemi- 
cal plant in eastern Ukraine, reported the Associated Press 
citing the Emergency Situations Ministry May 7. The con- 
tainer exploded May 6 at the Stakhanov plant in Luhansk. 
The blast came a day after a methane gas explosion killed 
eight coal miners in eastern Ukraine. 


Poland cooperates on light air weapon 
(Eastern Economist)—Defence Minister Oleksandr Kuzmuk 
announced that Ukraine and Poland would soon begin devel- 
oping a new portable anti-aircraft unit, May 12. He said 
Ukraine and Poland had been working on this for three years. 
Asked about the units possible use within NATO, the minis- 
ter replied, “the unit will have a single purpose: to knock out 
airplanes.” Arsenal, a Kyiv-based design bureau, and Poland’s 
Military-Technical Academy are already engaged in R&D, 
the first time a NATO member and Ukraine are jointly work- 
ing on a weapons system. 


Kuchma lends Arafat support 

(Eastern Economist)—Palestinian President Yasser Arafat has 
received a letter from President Leonid Kuchma in which the 
Ukrainian leader stresses his government’s support for the 
Palestinian position in light of Israeli aggression, The Ukrain- 
ian assistant deputy minister, who delivered the letter, praised 
Palestinian-Ukrainian ties and stressed Ukraine’s willingness 
to open a Palestinian embassy in Ukraine and an Ukrainian 
embassy in Palestine. 


Japan to aid in Chornobyl cleanup 
(Eastern Economist)—Japan will continue helping Ukraine 
in eliminating the aftermath of the Chornobyl accident, stated 
Japanese Premier Junichiro Koizumi in his letter to President 
Leonid Kuchma, reported the presidential press service, May 
8. The Japanese Premier said the Chornobyl catastrophe has 
drawn attention to serious problems that have no territorial 
boundaries. 
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Australia wins Ukrainian 
International Golf Tournament 


(UkrNews)—Australia again took the championship at the Ukrainian 
International Golf Tournament which was held in Spain in Spain, May 7- 
ili te 

Canada was second, having held the lead for three days until May 11, 
when the team, made up with members from Quebec, Ontario and Mani- 
toba, was beaten by Australia. 

IN the playoff round, Canada was victorious over team Europe and took 
the trophy back home. The Australians were once again victorious over 
the Americans. 

“Tt was an experience I for one will never forget. The five golf courses 
were very challenging. We met Ukrainians from the other countries and 
friendships were started and others renewed as well as challenges on this 
side of the ocean,” said Richard Masys of the Ukrainian Golf Association 
of Canada, Quebec Chapter. 

The team from Quebec is looking forward to tournaments with team 
from New Jersey and Philadelphia in the near future. 

It also plans to hold the 34th Annual Golf Tournament of the Quebec 
Ukrainian Amateur Golf Association will be held on June 16. 
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BubKa coming to Edmonton 
Will meet with local Ukrainian community 


(UkrNews)—The greatest pole 
vaulter in history will be coming to 
Edmonton to help promote the 2001 
World Track and Field Champion- 
ships. 

Ukraine’s Serhiy Bubka will also 
meet with the local Ukrainian com- 
munity during his visit. He will at- 
tend a luncheon at the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre, May 24. 

Bubka, now a member of the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee’s 
athletes’ commission, has set 17 
world records including the first 
vault above six metres. He won six 
world titles in a row but had a cheq- 
uered Olympic career. 

He was denied the chance of com- 
peting at the 1984 Los Angeles 
Games because of a boycott by the 
Soviet Union and its allies. 

In 1988 he won his only Olympic 
gold in Seoul with his final attempt. 
Four years later in Barcelona he 
failed to record a height in the final 


Serhiy Bubka 


withdrew from the final because of 
an inflamed right achilles. 

Bubka was to the pole vault what 
and at the 1996 Atlanta Games he Baryshnikov was to ballet. 


He broke into prominence at the 
1983 World Championships at Hel- 
sinki, Finland, only 19 and the No: 
3 vaulter on the Soviet team 

Torrential rain forced postpone- 
ment of the qualifying competition, 
and heavy rain again hit Olympic 
Stadium when the 27 vaulters gath- 
ered for the final the following day. 

In the seven-hour final, under ap- 
palling conditions, Bubka was the 
only vaulter to improve his best, 
soaring 18-81/4. 

He went on to win the next five 
world titles, the only athlete to ac- 
cumulate six golds. His defense of 
the title at the 1997 championships 
at Athens, where his chances were 
dismissed, was one of the great mo- 
ments in track and field history. 

“The World Championships are 
special to me just for being the 
World Championships,” Bubka said. 
“Tt is a very high-level competition, 
maybe the toughest competition for 
any athlete.” 


Ukraine finishes 10th at 


World Hockey 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine skated to its best-ever finish 
at the 2001 World Hockey Championships, held in Ger- 
many, April 28 - May 13 — finishing 10th overall 

Ukraine, which placed 15th at the world champion- 
ships two years ago in Norway and 14th last year in 
Russia, had never won any of its six games in the open- 
ing rounds of the last two world championships, hav- 
ing been outscored 29-9. 

This time, however, Ukraine managed to make it into 
the qualifying round of the top 12 teams by upsetting 
Latvia 4-2 in the preliminary round. 

Ukraine assured itself of a 10th place overall finish 
and fifth place in Group F by beating Austria 2-0 in 


Championship 


Cologne, May 7. 

Ironically, both Austria and Latvia had upset the 
United States prior to losing to Ukraine. 

The US, in turn, knocked Canada out of medal con- 
tention with a 4-3 overtime quarter-final victory in 
Hannover, May 10, but lost the bronze medal game 3- 
2 to Sweden, May 13. 

The gold was won by the Czech Republic for the 
third year in a row with a 3-2 overtime victory over 
Finland. The Czechs are also Olympic Champions. 

This year’s Ukraine team included Washington Capi- 
tals’ Dmitro Khristich and Philadelphia Flyers’ Ruslan 
Fedotenko. 


Tkachuk the spark igniting St. Louis 


By Ed Willies, Vancouver Province 

Dallas Drake, who’s had the unique pleasure of Keith 
Tkachuk’s company for eight straight years, tried to 
warn the rest of the St. Louis Blues about the force of 
nature which was about to blow through their locker- 
room. 

But, like so many things in life, you can’t really ap- 
preciate Tkachuk until you experience him for your- 
self. 

May 13, for example, the 29-year-old Bostonian of 
Ukrainian origin was in an expansive mood. True, the 
Blues were thumped 4-1 by the Colorado Avalanche in 
Game 1 of the Western final, but he saw no reason why 
that loss should sour him for two days in a row. 

He’s asked about the grey hairs that are starting to 
appear on his thinning dome. 

“You’d be grey too if you were the captain of the 
Phoenix Coyotes,” he said. 

The new Slapshot sequel is then brought to his atten- 
tion. Tkachuk has seen the original roughly 2,987 times, 
can quote the entire script verbatim and believes he’s 
Reg Dunlop (the Paul Newman character) incarnate. 
He is, however, despondent about on thing. “Why didn’t 
they call me?” he asked. “I’d be perfect for that movie.” 

Well, either that or the next Tom Green vehicle. 

“Walt (Tkachuk) is a little different,” offered the ever- 
patient Drake, “But that’s OK. This room was pretty 
quiet before he arrived. We needed him.” 

Just as he needed the Blues. 

Tkachuk — who’s twice scored 50, who’s pulling 
down just under $8 million US this season — finally 
earned a more substantial reward this April when he 
made it past the opening round of the playoffs for the 
first time in his nine NHL seasons. 


Since coming over to the Blues, he’s played the most 
significant hockey of his career, enlivened the Blues’ 
locker-room and found a new home and a new audi- 
ence for his routine. 

Add it up and its’ been a fairly eventful couple of 
months for Tkachuk. And you don’t have to guess if 
he’s excited about any of those developments. 

“Are you kidding me?” said Tkachuk. “I’m usually 
playing golf this time of year. Nobody was more 
pumped than I was when we beat San Jose... 

“Tt was tough to swallow all those years when they 
were basically calling you a loser.” 

Tkachuk has fit like a Latex glove in St. Louis. On 
the ice, he and Drake, Scott Mellanby and Sean Hill, 
have helped change the Blues from a softish, largely 
European-skill team to a playoff-tough ensemble which 
plays with a nasty disposition. Off the ice, though, is 
where the biggest changes have come for the one-time 
wild child. 

Tkachuk, his wife Chantele and their two young sons 
are now building a home in the Missouri city and, while 
he’s an unrestricted free agent at the end of this sea- 
son, the inference is the Blues will sigh him to a long- 
term deal. 

There was a time when the concept of setting down 
roots wasn’t exactly consistent with Tkachuk’s world 
view. Then life, as is its wont, caught up with him. 
Chantele suffered a miscarriage in their first attempt at 
achild before three-year-old Matthew came along, fol- 
lowed by Braden 18 months late. 

You can guess what happened next. “It’s been unbe- 
lievable,” Tkachuk said with a goofy grin splitting his 
face. “I have all this responsibility now. You have to 
grow up.” 
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Predators nab Donbasenergo’s major assets |North Winnipeg Credit Union 


By Roman Olearchyk, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

A scandalous bankruptcy case in Donetsk has left 
Ukraine’s largest thermal power company virtually 
worthless and left analysts wondering whether 
Ukraine’s privatization program has a future. 

On April 28, three of the five power plants owned by 
state electricity giant Donbasenergo were sold for a frac- 
tion of their value as part of a controversial bankruptcy 
case. 

The auction was ordered by a Donetsk oblast court, 
which declared Donbasenergo bankrupt after subsidi- 
aries of state oil and gas monopoly Naftogaz Ukrayiny 
filed suit. Donbasenergo owes Naftogaz Ukrayiny about 
Hr 450 million. 

Ukrspetsyust, the Justice Ministry division responsi- 
ble for enforcing court orders, sold the generators to a 
little-known Donetsk company, Tekhrempostachania, 
for just Hr 207 million. 

Ukrspetsyust had planned to auction Donbasenergo’s 
remaining two generators, but was blocked from doing 
so after Ukraine’s General Prosecutor's Office inter- 
vened on May 6. The Prosecutor’s Office also blocked 
the transfer of the three generators from the earlier auc- 
tion, 

The government, currently in a state of disarray in 
the wake of the sacking of Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko in late April, began its belated response to 
the takeover on May 5. Deputy Prime Minister Oleh 
Dubyna launched an investigation into the legality of 
the Donbasenergo auction and ordered the Justice Min- 
istry, the State Property Fund and the Energy Ministry 
to fight for reversal of the sale in court. 

Dubyna also said he’d try to enlist President Leonid 
Kuchma’s aid in the fray, although, on paper at least, 
neither the president nor the Cabinet of Ministers has 
jurisdiction over the judicial branch. 

ЧІ cannot imagine that the sale of these thermal elec- 
tric generators will go through,” Dubyna said May 5, 
adding that the Donbasenergo sale should be invalidated 
on procedural grounds. 

Dubyna said the Cabinet would review the problem 
of energy company bankruptcies. He said asset sales 
should be avoided by restructuring debts if possible. 

“Otherwise, this chain will go further, to the mines 
and everything else,” added Dubyna. “We will lose the 
entire energy sector.” 

While the further sale of Donbasefiergo assets has 
been stopped, it is unclear whether the sales that have 
already taken place can be reversed. 

If not, the case will surely sully Ukraine’s already 
poor reputation with foreign investors even further. The 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
which has loaned Donbasenergo $113 million, has al- 
ready announced it will be submitting a written pro- 
test. 

Ukraine’s 2001 budget also stands to take a hit if the 
case stands. The State Property Fund plans to sell off 
an 85 percent stake in Donbasenergo later this year. 
Without its power-generating units, the enterprise will 
be near worthless. 

Even worse, the deal could act as a precedent and 
spread throughout Ukraine's energy sector, analysts say. 
Many energy companies that the state has yet to priva- 


Briefly 


IMF notes economic progress 


tize are, like Donbasenergo, mired in debt. 

“This is very bad for privatization and for the whole 
energy sector,” said Oleksy Trepov, head of commer- 
cial operations at Ineko securities. 

Donbasenergo owes millions to Naftogaz Ukrayiny 
and other firms, but its total debt is miniscule com- 
pared with the Hr 1.2 billion it is owed by Energorynok, 
the state company that administers payments on 
Ukraine’s wholesale energy market. 

Just a few weeks ago, Donbasenergo won a Hr 350 
million judgment against Energorynok. Energorynok, 
however, has no assets and little money of its own. It 
functions as a middleman, moving electricity from pro- 
ducers to distributors. 

According to Trepov, the state should find other 
ways, such as offsets, to settle the debt. He said this is 
the optimal choice considering that most of the com- 
panies involved are state-owned. 

Donbasenergo is not the first energy company set 
for privatization to have its assets sold from under it. 
Ukraine’s fourth-largest energy distributing company 
(oblenergo) Luhanskoblenergo lost its assets due to 
debts to a state-owned company last March. 

A similar fate could await other energy companies. 
Another one of Ukraine’s four major thermal electric- 
ity-generating companies, Dniproenergo, could be next. 

At least one business partner of Dniproenergo has 
filed an involuntary bankruptcy petition against the 
firm, hoping to claim millions in bad debt. Others are 
sure to follow soon. Dniproenergo may have big debts 
to creditors, but just like Donbasenergo, it, too, is try- 
ing to collect money it claims Energorynok owes a 
whopping Hr 3 billion. 

If the forced sales continue and escalate, the gov- 
ernment will have no chance to fund its zero-deficit 
budget. The budget is highly dependent on the nation’s 
receipt of Hr 5.9 billion in privatization revenues. 

“Tf the asset sales continue, we might as well forget 
this year’s privatization plan,” State Property Fund 
chief Oleksandr Bondar was quoted as saying on STB’s 
Vikna Biznes television program last week. 

“We were sure Ukrspetsyust wouldn’t follow through 
on such sales after the orders from the president and 
prime minister earlier this year in the wake of the 
Luhanskoblenergo asset sell off,” Bondar said. 

“Such precedents will scare investors away,” Ineko’s 
Тгероу added. 

U.S.-based AES Washington Holding В.У. is one 
potential investor in Ukraine’s energy sector that has 
already voiced concern. 

If the asset sales continue, AES will decline to bid 
on energy-generating companies, said AES’s Ukraine 
representative Myhailo Malyovanyi. 

A few weeks ago, AESwas declared the winner in 
tenders for two Ukrainian energy-distributing compa- 
nies Kyivoblenergo and Rivneoblenergo. At that time, 
Malyovanyi told journalists his company is looking 
forward to acquiring Ukrainian energy-generating com- 
panies. 


posts great success 


(North Winnipeg Credit Union}—North Winnipeg Credit Union held 
its Annual General Meeting on April 24 at the parish hall of St. Joseph’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Winnipeg. 

In his opening remarks, Myron Pawlowsky, President of the Board of 
Directors, stated that “the first year of the credit union’s operations in a 
new building and at a new address confirmed the expectations of mem- 
bers, directors and the general manager about the success a new facility 
would bring.” 

In fact, when reviewing the Annual Report of North Winnipeg, Credit 
Union for 2000, the figure clearly tell a story of exceptional growth. In the 
same year that the credit union completed the construction of a new mod- 
er facility at a new location (310 Leila Avenue), its assets grew by 10%, 
from $30,507,187 to $33,928,091, loans increased by 24.6%, deposits by 
13.7%, and membership by 19.6%. These results are significantly higher 
than the average rate of growth for credit unions of similar size in Mani- 
toba, where the annual increase in assets is 5.11%, in loans 8.82%, in 
deposits 4.4% and in membership 9.7%. 

Further success for the credit union is assured by the fact that in 2000 
the credit union attracted 665 new members for an increase of 487 mem- 
bers. An institution that attracts people will show increased financial ac- 
tivity. It must be noted that these accomplishments were not achieved at 
the price of increased service charges. These remained one of the lowest 
in comparison to other financial institutions. Members were also paid out 
a patronage refund of $30,000, as well as 10% of surplus shares. 

Commenting on the achievements of the credit union, Lew Figol, gen- 
eral manager, said: “At North Winnipeg Credit Union the welfare of mem- 
bers is always a priority. A credit union will be successful if it has people 
willing to help one another.” In a similar vein he continued to outline the 
new services introduced by the credit union in 2000 and in the first months 
of 2001, such as telephone banking, Internet banking and most recently 
Internet trading. 

“There in no doubt,” Figol stated, “that our aim is to provide our mem- 
bers with the most current financial services at competitive prices.” 

The General Annual Meeting elected one new director, Walter Klopick, 
and re-elected Myron Pawlowsky, Marta Sabara and Alexander Kryschuk. 


Refurbished Mriya 
completes first test flight 


The world’s biggest plane successfully completed its first test flight 
May 7 in Ukraine after being modernized, reported the Associated Press 
citing officials. 

The giant An-225 Mriya rose into the air at the Antonov aviation design 
bureau’s airfield at Hostomel, near Kyiv, and spent about 30 minutes in 
flight. Designers and government officials headed by Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko attended the test. 

The plane was jointly rebuilt by the Kyiv-based design bureau and 
Ukraine’s Motor-Sych company at a reported cost of up to US$20 mil- 
lion. The six-engine plane has a wingspan of 88.4 metres and a cargo 
compartment that is 43 metres. 

It first flew in December 1988 and was intended to transport the former 
Soviet Union’s Buran space shuttle. The An-225 was grounded after the 
Buran program was canceled. 

Designers rebuilt the plane with systems to prevent air and ground col- 
lisions, new radio equipment and noise-reducing devices, all of which 
correspond to international aviation standards. The modernization ‘also 
included strengthening the cargo compartment floor and nose of the plane. 

The Mriya is capable of carrying 250 metric tons of cargo a distance of 
4,500 kilometres and transporting space shuttles on its outer hull. Antonov 
officials hope the giant plane will be in heavy demand on the growing 
international market for nonstandard cargo transportation. 

They expect the single rebuilt An-225 to complete its program of 10 
certification flights in May-June and be presented at the Le Bourget avia- 
tion show in France in June. 


YOUR FACT-FINDING 
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(Eastern Economist)—During their April 30 meeting with Economy Min- 
ister Vasyl Rohoviy in Washington, D.C., IMF representatives said that 
the Fund noted significant progress in Ukraine’s economy in 2001. Those 
IMF officials who are responsible for overseeing operations in Ukraine 
added that Ukraine is following criteria outlined by the IMF. The sides 
also discussed the restructuring of agricultural bank Ukrayina and devel- 
opment of the gas sector. Cooperation with the IMF is viewed as key to 
attracting private investment into the country. 


April inflation 1.5% 


(Eastern Economist)}—The inflation rate in April 2001 was 1.5% and 4.3% 
since the beginning of the year, reported the State Statistics Committee, 
May 3. Prices for food items grew 2.2% in April and 5.9% since the be- 
ginning of the year. Prices for non-food items remained at the same level 
in April and only increased 0.3% since the beginning of 2001. Inflation in 
March was 0.6%. 


Personal deposits grow 

(Eastern Economist)—Personal deposits in Ukrainian commercial banks 
grew 10.8% in during the first quarter of 2001 and made up Hr 7.370 
billion as of April 1, stated NBU Supervision Department Head Petro 
Andrushchenko, May 8. Deposits in foreign currency made up 48.1% of 
all deposits, while those in national hryvnia made up 51.9%. 
Andrushchenko said that if the current deposit growth rate continues, in- 
dividuals’ deposits could grow to Hr 8.5 billion by the end of the year. 
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Ukraine’s land reform begins 


By Vitaly Sych, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko may be gone, but his 
dream of killing off the last collective farm in Ukraine may 
soon become reality. 

A landmark law on the abolition of collective farms, which 
was passed by President Leonid Kuchma in late 1999 and 
implemented by the Yushchenko government last year, is giv- 
ing a boost to the country’s small farmers and contributing to 
the revival of Ukraine’s moribund agricultural sector, ana- 
lysts say. 

Though it remains illegal to buy or sell agricultural land in 
Ukraine, the law has made it possible for former collective 
farm workers to begin tending their own land, or to rent their 
land to others. Ukraine, which boasts one-third of the world’s 
total acreage of “black soil,” the richest on Earth, has been 
slow to privatize its most precious commodity. 

Farmers first received land privatization certificates in 1995, 
but most never actually got any land. The certificates merely 
conferred the right to own land, without allotting specific plots. 
It wasn’t until last year, when the government reorganized all 
state-owned collective farms into private entities, that former 
collective farmers finally got the right to actually own land 
plots. 

The new law on collective farms gives farmers land deeds 
entitling them to about five hectares of land. More impor- 
tantly, it specifies each farmer’s land plot. In many cases, 
farmers have been given deeds for plots located right next to 
their home garden plots. Thus, some farmers have suddenly 
become the owners of small farms located right in their 
backyards. 

According to Agricultural Policy Ministry data, to date 22 
percent of Ukraine’s 33 million hectares of arable land has 
been distributed among the nation’s farmers with the help of 
the new land deeds. 

Vasyl Fedyayev, an advisor for the Association of Land- 
owners and Renters, said that the distribution of land and land 
deeds is expected to accelerate soon. The government recently 
selected U.S. firm Chemonics to handle the distribution of 
land deeds. Fedyayev reckons it will take two years to com- 
plete distribution of land nationwide. 

Those who already have their land deeds are already reap- 
ing the economic benefits. And those benefits don’t neces- 
sarily take the form of a bigger and better harvest. Many farm- 
ers are finding it more advantageous to lease their newly ac- 
quired land plots rather than tend to them. Fedyayev said that 
only one-fifth of the country’s new landowners are harvest- 


ing their new plots, with the rest choosing to lease their land. 

Landowners receive cash or in-kind rent payments over 
the term of the land-lease contracts, which average between 
five and 10 years in duration. 

The nascent market for leased agricultural land has spawned 
new businesses and fueled lending to Ukrainian agricultural 
enterprises. Mykolayiv-based Nibulon is one company that 
is thriving off the liberalization of the agricultural land mar- 
ket. The Ukrainian, Hungarian and British joint venture, which 
has been farming at least 50,000 hectares of rented land at a 
time since 1996, tries to sign rental contracts as soon as farm- 
ers receive their government land deed, according to Deputy 
Director Oleh Starostenko. 

It has proven a successful strategy so far. The company 
rents land from 7,000 former collective farmers in the Kharkiv, 
Mykolayiv, Luhansk and Vinnytsya oblasts. 

Dietrich Treis, the head of the German-Ukrainian Agricul- 
tural Project, also touts the benefits of renting land. He says 
rental opportunities have created a new type of farmer and 
that lending to agriculture is growing impressively. 


UkrFerry’s US partners 
not impressed 


(Eastern Economist)—A joint US$Z0 million project be- 
tween UkrFerry, a domestic shipping company, and Ameri- 
can Allegiance Financial Group, Inc. is under threat because 
financial documents from the Odesa Municipal Anti-Crime 
Division to UkrFerry have been delayed, the Association of 
Shipowners reported, May 15. 

The project involves building a passenger vessel for Ukraine 
and ferry connections to Turkey and Greece, but a key meet- 
ing had to be postponed because the documents were miss- 
ing. 
“Tt looks like your country is not yet ready for civilized 
business,” said the US company’s President Michael Del’olio. 

On March 5-7 the OMACD took UkrFerry’s accounting 
documents and accused the company of improperly calculat- 
ing state rent for the Heroi Shypky and Heroi Plevny ferry 
boats. By law, the papers had to be returned within 10 days. 

UkrFerry also had to put off meeting with Hadem, an Ira- 
nian international shipper that wanted to sign a long-term 
contract for cargoes between Iran and Europe. 
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to take root 


Ukrainian banks loaned Hr 1.1 billion (US$200 million) to 
agricultural enterprises during the first three months of this 
year, more than during all of last year. Bankers say they are 
impressed by how quickly farmers are moving from a So- 
viet-style approach to borrowing to a more businesslike way 
of thinking. 

Not long ago, bankers say, farmers were asking for loans 
without knowing how — or if — they would repay them. 
Today, many farmers approach banks with business plans in 
hand. Most offer their future crops as collateral and banks 
have been increasingly willing to take the risks. 

Yet private farmers still can’t sell the land that they own. 
And many say that will continue to stifle the sector’s devel- 
opment. The fact that farmers can’t trade land means that they 
can’t use it as collateral for agricultural loans. 

Zhanna Revnova, an analyst with the International Finance 
Corporation’s Agribusiness Development Project, said a green 
light to land sales would attract cash to the under-funded in- 
dustry and help develop basic business practices, like mar- 
keting. With a majority of Ukraine’s left-leaning parliament 
opposed to land trading, that may be a distant prospect. 

Others say that the right to lease land is almost as impor- 
tant as the right to sell it. Treis says the government’s new 
agricultural policy neutralizes many of the negative effects 
of not having a viable Land Code. 

At the very least, the success of the new agricultural policy 
has fueled hope that the days of an agricultural sector run by 
corrupt collective farm bosses and interventionist state offi- 
cials might soon be over. 

Ukrainian farms existed for years in a vicious cycle wherein 
the state paid for farmers’ fuel and fertilizers in the spring, 
only to take their crops later in the year as payment. Manag- 
ers at state farms and regional officials concerned themselves 
mainly with retaining their positions, according to Pavlo 
Kulinich, a lawyer at the IFC’s Agribusiness Development 
Project. That meant keeping the old system in place. 

When the Yushchenko government stopped interfering in 
the sector last year, it allowed farmers to begin to tackle the 
problems of operating an agricultural business on their own. 

The results would appear to speak for themselves. Farm 
losses fell by 90 percent, while agricultural output rose by 6 
percent in the first three months of this year. 

“Agriculture is expected to grow by at least 10 percent over 
the next three years, even without a major inflow of invest- 
ment,” said Revnova. “That’s simply thanks to the new land- 
owners.” 
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